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ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH EFFINGHAM, ILLINOIS 

Tales from the trails, and other reflections. 
 

It was not that many weeks ago when conversations were about the beginning of Lent.  “What are you giving up for Lent 
this year” was a frequent question.  Who would have thought about what each us would be asked to give up this Lent: 
attending Mass, receiving Eucharist, the source and summit of our faith, retreats, sacraments, meetings, and sporting events! 
 

Or how about being instructed to ‘give up’ being in large groups; dining out with your family and friends in some favorite 
Effingham restaurants (drive through only…really!)  Or in the case of business owners “giving up” being open because of 
the need to be ‘safer at home’?  Children may have smiled when they had to ‘give up’ school for a couple of weeks during 
Lent.  I wonder who is smiling now? 
 

Our readings this weekend are the readings for Palm Sunday.  They include the Gospel account of the Passion of Jesus 
Christ.  Please read it, maybe as a family. Face time, Zoom, or whatever your social media flavor may be.  We only have it 
in our liturgy twice a year.  Don’t miss it (and you can ‘give up’ having to stand while you read it)! 
 

Through the contemplation of this reading, one can ponder what Christ ‘gave up’ for us, his own life.  Makes what we are 
now required to give up rather pale.  It was through his generous “giving up” of His very life that he “gave” us all we 
needed for our lives: eternal life.   Makes us think what all of this giving up we are required to do will teach us about who or 
what we should be giving to. 
 

I have heard stories of people ‘giving’ during this extraordinary Lent.  A parent listening to Sunday Mass with three small 
children, pausing the video to explain the parts of the Mass so her pre-school children better understood why we do the 
things we do on Sunday. 
 

More stories about a married son surprising his widow mom with a card that says, ‘What do you give a mom that has 
everything….a grandchild!’ A married couple ‘giving’ new life, arriving in time for Halloween none the less. 
 

Another story of a parish that received extra contributions from a parishioner who knew the collection would be diminished 
with no masses on the weekend.  They knew how important continuing to give at this time meant giving up something they 
had planned to have for themselves. 
 

Great story (!) about a grandfather and father so worried about the world and his love for worldly things who was reminded 
by those who ‘gave’ love to him how awesome it is to know how to love those closest to you first and from them you can 
learn how to love others and then learn how to love the world.  Love starts in the home. 
 

Best Story….. Jesus Christ, through his passion, death and resurrection, gave us everything we need and continues to give 
through our reception of His Word and His Body and Blood.  During this Holy Week, the holiest week of the year, what are 
we willing to give……more time for prayer, reflection, corporal works of mercy, love to those closest to us, fasting, 
almsgiving?  
  

We miss each other, not being together to pray, sing and worship.  Some day soon, our unexpected “giving” during this 
Lent will end as we have known it these past several weeks.  We will have more “stories” to share, “communion” to be 
received.  May God give us this grace! 
 

Deacon Joe 

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, April 6: Scott Schlipmann 
Anniversary; Herman & Stella Mette; 
Ted Willenborg; Nicholas Horin; 
Bernie & Marcie Burford Family; 
Marlene Ochs 
 
Tuesday, April 7:  Living & 
Deceased Members of CCW; Ron & 
Betty Brown Family 
 
Wednesday, April 8: Robert & 
Ramona Dirks Family 
 
Thursday, April 9:  In Thanksgiving 
 
Friday, April 10:   
 
Weekend Mass Intentions will be 
rescheduled. 

Updated Holy Week Schedule  

 Palm Sunday – 8:30 am  

 Holy Thursday – 6 pm  

 Good Friday – 3 pm  

 Easter Vigil – 8 pm  

 Easter Sunday – 8:30 am  
 

All these liturgies will be streamed live on Facebook at these times, but once 

Mass is finished the videos will be uploaded to be viewed at any time.  
 

Tips on how to live out Holy Week will be sent via email and Facebook. 

Unfortunately due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, we will not be able to 

distribute palms this weekend for Palm Sunday. We will bless them at Mass and 

keep them safe until we return back to Public Mass. At that time, we will place 

palms for anyone to pick up for their homes. In light of this a good idea for this 

year would be putting up any green branch on your door or window at home to 

acknowledge Palm Sunday. Any green branch will do. But marking our homes for 

Palm Sunday can be a way to help us enter Holy Week and keep us united from a 

distance as the Body of Christ. We will share some photos on our Facebook page 

for those looking for ideas on how to do this.  



Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord April 5, 2020 

Please pray for Restoration of Religious Liberty, those who are ill, those in hospitals and nursing 
homes, those recovering from surgery, and all those serving our country. Also, Adelaida Anderson, 
Steve Bierman, Millie Braun, Daxton Elias Brumleve, Rosemary Bushur, Joan Niemerg-Buzzard, Mary 
Lynn Byers, Mary Conder, Lisa Crosson, Paul Deters, Quinn Fearday, Dan L. Feldhake, Judy French, 
John Gapsis, Stacia Gorden, Sandy Gravenhorst, Mike Hartke, Charlie Hicks, John Huelsing, Mark 
Jirak, Ingrid Kay, Susan Keenan, Tina Keller, Marita Kemme, Colin Kinkelaar, Steve Koebele, Ralph 
Kortte, Amy Beth Koester, Clete Koester, Elisabeth Koester, Dan Kruger, Lloyd Ludwig, Darlene Mette, 

Penny Meyer, Penny Mihlbachler, Jack Nisbet, Loretta Nolan, Ann Platt, Cathy Polarek, Kenneth Polarek, Jill Quandt, 
Marty Reed, Larry Roewe, Anna Sparling, Allen Wente, Paul V. Willenborg, Dr. Mel Willenborg, Jerry Worman 

St. Anthony Parish's Prayer Opportunities 

Prayer opportunities: 
  

Mass will be streamed everyday on Facebook live and YouTube at 8:30 am.  If you are unable to join at 8:30, the recorded 
video can be viewed anytime after it is uploaded for the day.  
  

Sunday Radio Mass is still available at 10:00 am on the radio on AM 1090 and FM 99.5 and 96.3. 
  

Our bulletins are available online at https://stanthony.com/church/about/bulletins. 
  

Follow our Facebook account and YouTube page to keep up with other prayer opportunities throughout the week. 
  

You can find us at: 
Our website:  www.stanthony.com 
Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/EffinghamStAnthony/ or search for @EffinghamStAnthony 
YouTube:  Go to youtube.com and search for St. Anthony Church Effingham 
  

Once on Facebook or YouTube, be sure to "Like" the page and either "Follow" or "Subscribe" in order to receive 
notifications when a new video is posted.  On your smart phones or iPads, by turning Facebook or YouTube notifications 
"on" under Settings, you will receive a message when we are posting a new video or message. 
    

Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals, Anointing of the Sick, Last Rites: 
These sacraments are all private until further notice at least through Easter. This means, only the immediate family and 
official witnesses may attend.  
The Sacrament of Reconciliation will by appointment only.  Please call 217-347-7129 and leave a voicemail and your call 
will be returned to schedule a time. 

St. Anthony Parish Office Will Now Have Office Hours For Parish Giving Opportunities 
 

The St. Anthony Parish Office will now have hours on Wednesdays from 11:00 am - 2:00 pm to 
drop off your Sunday envelopes and donations. Envelopes can be dropped in the mail slot at the 
Parish Office window right inside the main doors of the Parish Center. 
 

You can also set up gifts online via bank draft or credit card. Should you have any questions or want 
more information, feel free to email Carrie, Tiffiny, or Mary in the Parish Office. 
 

As always, we still continue to offer a variety of other opportunities to contribute, which are listed 
below. 
 
Online Banking / Bill Pay 
This option is available if you use on-line bill pay through your bank. Simply set up St. Anthony 
Parish as a "payee" and make a payment just like you would pay a bill. 
 

Auto Withdraw 
Contact the parish office if you would like to set up auto withdrawal from your checking or savings 
account. You can also access the submission form on our website at https://stanthony.com/church/giving/donate-online 
 

Donate on our Website 
Visit:  https://stanthony.com/church/giving/donate-online and click on the DONATE button. 
 

Mail or Drop Off Checks to the Parish Office 
If you prefer to submit a personal check, you can submit it in one of two ways: 
 

Mail to:  St. Anthony Parish, PO Box 764, Effingham, IL 62401 
 

In Person: Drop it off at the parish office. The Parish Office will have hours on Wednesdays from 11:00 am - 2:00 pm. Drop 
your donation in the mail slot at the Parish Office window right inside the main doors of the Parish Center. 
 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of St. Anthony Parish 



St. Anthony Grade School is currently seeking applications for the fol-
lowing positions: 

 Grade School Principal (Full Time)  
 3rd Grade Teacher (Full Time) 
 Grade School Technology Teacher (Part-Time)* 
 Desktop Technology Support (Part-Time)* 
 Following Coach & Sponsorships Opportunities Available: 

Jr. High Bellettes (Dance) Sponsor, Jr. High Girls Basketball, 
Jr. High Volleyball, HS Asst. Girls Basketball  

 

* Part-time positions may be combined at administrative discretion.  
 

For a description of these positions and for information on how to ap-
ply, visit www.stanthony.com/church/about/employment. 

In the event of a death, accident or other life emergency, while offices are closed, 

please contact our priests at (217) 703-1042. 

Please submit written bulletin 

articles to:  

bulletin@stanthony.com or mail 

to Bulletin, PO Box 764, 

Effingham, IL  62401.  Articles 

must be in the office by noon 

Monday prior to publication. 

Picnic Help Needed 
 

We are seeking a Tomato Chairman for the upcoming Picnic Dinner. 
Duties include: Calling volunteers and confirming what shift they will 
be working (list of past workers provided) and washing tomatoes on 
Saturday evening. This is one of the few picnic jobs that is in the Air 
Conditioning!!   
 

If interested, please contact Jill Lawrence (217-653-2979) or Sara 
Thoele (217-821-3172) for more information. 
 
The This, That and More picnic stand is looking for a new chairmen 
for the church picnic this year.  If anyone is interested, please contact 
Patti Devall at 342-3340 or 217-663-6913.  She has chaired it over 15 
years, and she would be willing to help with the stand, but not chair it 
this year.  There will not be a This, That and More stand this year, if 
we do not find a chairman.  Thank You! 

Welcome Fr. Albert Allen:  Below are just a few of the things he has been up to since 

he was ordained on May 26, 2012. 
 

 Parochial Vicar: Annunciation, Shumway, Sacred Heart, Effingham, and St. Anthony of 

Padua, Effingham, 2012-2014. 
 

 Chaplain: St. Anthony High School, Effingham, 2013-2014. 
 

 Associate Chaplain: Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville Catholic Campus 

Ministry, 2014-2017.  
 

 Pastor: St. Cecilia, Glen Carbon 2014-2017.  
 

 Member: Diocesan Finance Council, 2016-present. Parochial Administrator: Ss. Peter 

and Paul, Alton, 2016-2017.  
 

 Dean: Litchfield Deanery, 2017-present. 
 

 Pastor: St. Louis, Nokomis, 2017-present 
 

 Parochial Administrator: Mother of Dolors, Vandalia and St. Joseph, Ramsey, 2017-2018. 
 

 Temporary Administrator: St. Mary Farmersville, St. Maurice, Morrisonville, St. Raymond, Raymond, 2019-present 

$301,612 

Diocesan 

Collections 

Week of 

Mar 16-29 

YTD 

Jul 1 - Mar 29 

Twining Parish $310.00 $63,642.00 

Catholic Charities $55.00 $5,002.00 

Easter Flowers $55.00 $1,647.00 

Catholic Relief $45.00 $95.00 

Catholic Times  $15.00 $2,844.00 

Income 
Week of 

Mar 16-22 
Weekly 
Budget 

Year to Date 
Actual 

Year to Date 
Budget 

Week of 
Mar 23-29 

Offering & 
Holy Days $9,820.00   $26,265.00   $1,006,994.11   $998,070.00   $3,639.60  

Loose $0.00   $807.69   $31,338.15   $30,692.22   $             -    

Total $9,820.00   $27,072.69   $1,038,332.26   $1,028,762.22   $3,639.60  


