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Sunday, November 1, 2020 



ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH EFFINGHAM, ILLINOIS 

Please pray for Restoration of Religious 
Liberty, those who are ill, those in 
hospitals and nursing homes, those 
recovering from surgery, and all those 
serving our country. Also, Adelaida 
Anderson, Chuck Bierman, Steve 

Bierman, Millie Braun, Daxton Elias Brumleve, Marlene 
Bushue, Rosemary Bushur, Mary Lynn Byers, Mary 
Conder, Lisa Crosson, Paul Deters, Dan L. Feldhake, Dave 
Feldhake, Judy French, John Gapsis, Stacia Gorden, Sandy 
Gravenhorst, Mike Hartke, Charlie Hicks, John Huelsing, 
Mark Jirak, Ingrid Kay, Susan Keenan, Tina Keller, Marita 
Kemme, Steve Koebele, Amy Beth Koester, Clete Koester, 
Elisabeth Koester, Ralph Kortte, Tony Koste, Terry Kraft, 
Dan Kruger, Lloyd Ludwig, Penny Meyer, Penny 
Mihlbachler, Sandy Mihlbachler, Jack Nisbet, Kathy 
Nolan, Loretta Nolan, Cathy Polarek, Kenneth Polarek, Jill 
Quandt, Marty Reed, Anna Sparling, Mary Rubsam- 
Stuckey, Allen Wente, Keith Willenborg, Dr. Mel 
Willenborg, Paul V. Willenborg, Jerry Worman, Pauline 
Worman, Jamie Wrigley 

 

St. Anthony Church Mass Times 
 

Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri:  8:30am 

Saturday - 4:30pm 

Sunday 7:30am & 9:15am, 11:00am 
 

Live Streamed Masses at St. Anthony 
 

Sunday at 9:15am 

Tuesday, Thursday & Friday Masses at 8:30am 
 

St. Mary’s, Shumway Mass Times 
 

Wednesday:  8:30am      

Saturday: 5:30pm    Sunday: 8:30am  
 

Live Streamed Masses at St. Mary’s, Shumway 
 

Wednesday at 8:30am 
 

Reconciliation Times 
 

Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri:  7:45am to 8:15am (St. Anthony) 

Saturday:  3:15pm to 4:00pm(St. Anthony) 

Saturday: 4:15pm to 5:00pm (St. Mary’s - Shumway) 

Parish Office Closed - The parish office will be 
closed  on Wednesday, November 11th in 
observance of Veterans Day. In the event of a life 
emergency, please call 217-703-1042. 

The 2021 Mass Intention Book  

The Mass Intention book for 2021 is now open and ready for those wanting to schedule Masses.  There will be one intention 

scheduled for each Mass, except for the 8:30 am Mass on Monday and Friday.  There will be up to 10 intentions scheduled 

for those two Masses.  Mass intentions will be limited to 4 per family for 2021, of which only one can be scheduled on a 

weekend. 

 

Fr. Al’s Ramblings…. 
 

I believe it is important for we Catholic Christians to maintain customs such as dressing up for Halloween and 

appealing to frightful imagery which can be done in a Catholic spirit, while remembering that we want to 

intentionally avoid those things that are contrary to our Catholic faith, but have become popularized through the 

secular adaptation of Halloween. 
 

Halloween, (all-hallows eve), is rooted in Catholic Culture. The feast of Halloween is one of those feasts on the 

Catholic calendar that is celebrated on the eve of a great solemnity. Halloween refers to the Feast of All Saints. 

The word itself is taken an older English term, “hallows,” meaning “holy”; and “e’en”, a truncation of the word 

evening, in reference to the Vigil of the feast.  
 

So actually, Halloween is the feast of the celebration of the feast of All Hallows’. So, it’s a day when Catholics 

celebrate the triumph of the Church in heaven, and the lives of the saints on earth. 
 

The modern focus on the eerie or mysterious also has a Catholic aspect. When we think of Halloween, I believe 

most of us think of ghosts and goblins, and ghoulish faces. Even these, in the Catholic tradition, are supposed to 

be reminders of death and of the last things”. Just as we commemorate the feast of All Saints on the first day of 

November, beginning with All Hallows’ Eve on Halloween, we also think about and turn our minds to the last 

things: death, judgment, heaven, and hell. And our focus should be, since we all must die and are destined to 

judgment, how then are we to live? I suggest, we urge one another this Halloween to express in every detail of our 

observance the beauty and depth of the Feast of All Saints”. Let us make this year’s celebration, an act of true 

devotion to God, whose saints give us hope that we too may one day enter into the Kingdom prepared for God’s 

holy ones from the beginning of time. 
 

Fr. Al 

In the event of a death, accident or other life emergency, 

while offices are closed, please contact our priests at 

(217) 703-1042. 



All Saints November 1, 2020 

Mass Intentions 

Monday, November 2: 
 

8:30 a.m. Mass: Joe, Harold, Elizabeth & Maurice  
 Metten; Dan Sullivan Family;  
 Jeanette Unkraut; David Wiedman 

Tuesday, November 3: 
 

8:30 a.m. Mass: Rose Schumacher Anniversary 
 

Wednesday, November 4:  Mass at St. Mary’s, Shumway 
 

Thursday, November 5:  
 

8:30 a.m. Mass: Otto & Mardell Goldstein 
 

Friday, November 6:   
 

8:30 a.m. Mass: Mary Lou Schmitt; Jack & Jane Kabbes  
 Family; Alex Pickett; Marlene Goeckner 
 Anniversary; LeRoy & Mary Ann  
 Borries 
 

Saturday, November 7: 
 

4:30 p.m. Mass: Virgil & Hilma Goeckner Family 
  

Sunday, November 8: 
 

7:30 a.m. Mass:   Ursula Barker Anniversary 
9:15 a.m. Mass: Frank Mross 
11:00a.m. Mass: Parishioners of St. Anthony 

Calendar of Events 

Sun 11/1 10:00am Radio Mass - 
                             AM 1090/FM 99.5 & 96.3 

Mon 11/2 9am - 4pm: Scrip Sales in Parish Office 

Tues 11/3 9am - 4pm: Scrip Sales in Parish Office 

Wed 11/4 9am - 4pm: Scrip Sales in Parish Office 

Thur 11/5 9am - 4pm: Scrip Sales in Parish Office 

Fri 11/6 9am - 4pm: Scrip Sales in Parish Office 

Sat 11/7  

INSIDE THE CHURCH - Our information regarding the history 

of St. Anthony Parish was taken from the Saint Anthony 

Century Book 1858-1958 written by Hilda Engbring Feldhake. 

Baptism Class 

Parents are required to attend a Baptism 
Class before their child is baptized. The 
next class will be held at St. Anthony’s 
Parish Center, November 18th @ 

6:30pm.  To register call the parish office at 347-7129. 

Time Change 

November 1st 

Fall Back 1 Hour 

First Saturday Devotion 

November 7th 
 

Rosary 6:10 am 

Mass 6:30 am 

Meditations 7:00-7:15 
 

In response to our Lady of Fatima's 

request for conversion please 

consider joining us for the First 

Saturday Devotion at St. Anthony 

Church. 

  

Our Lady of Fatima explained the First Saturday Devotion 

to Sr. Lucia dos Santos: 
 

"See, my daughter, my heart encircled by thorns with 

which ungrateful men pierce at 

every moment by their 

blasphemies and ingratitude.  Do 

you, at least, strive to console me. 

Tell them that I promise to assist at 

the hour of death with the graces 

necessary for salvation all those 

who, in order to make reparation to 

me, on the First Saturday of five 

successive months, go to 

Confession, receive Holy 

Communion, say five decades of 

the Rosary and keep me company for a quarter of an hour, 

meditation on the...mysteries of the rosary." 



 

                                          Liturgical Ministers for November  7 & 8 

Ministry 4:30pm 7:30am 9:15am 11:00am 

Lectors Bob Mette Kate Weber Anne Wilson Michael Wall 
      

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Ellen Hann 
Joe Buscher 
Mary Jo Green 

Richard Feldhake 
Deb Kabbes 
Eric Mammoser 

Mandy Henning 
Brenda Jansen 
Kevin Roewe 

Mary Jane Day 
Susan Ealy 
Jamie Schuette 

     
Servers No Servers No Servers No Servers No Servers 
      

Ushers 
 
 

Larry Thies 
Jeff Dust 

Gregg Kabbes 
Bill Pearcy 
Gerald Westendorf 

Pete Jansen 
Troy Greene 
Mike Wilson 

David Schuette 
Preston Barr 
George Dallmier 

Radio Mass Recorder: Carol Niebrugge 

Natural Family Planning Class 

2020 Sessions: 
Due to the required social distancing for COVID-19,  the 

NFP classes will be held using WebEx, which is a platform 

that allows video conferencing and screen sharing by the 

presenter.  To register, contact Kate Pruemer at 217-821-

1840 or kpruemer@gmail.com.  She will send you an email 

with the time and link to the class. 
 

Saturday, November 14th    10:00 - 11:30am 

Saturday, January 9th   9:00 - 10:30am 

Friday, February 5th    6:00 - 7:30pm 

Saturday, March 20th   1:00 - 2:30pm 

National Vocations Awareness Week 

November 1-7, 2020 
 

Greetings from Saint Meinrad Seminary & School of The-

ology!  I hope that this finds each of you well.  As we ap-

proach the holiday season, I wanted to send a note to thank 

you for your continued support of me and my brother Semi-

narians.  You are such a gift! 
 

National Vocation Awareness Week will be celebrated here 

in the US from November 1-7, 2020.  Please ask Our Lord 

for more dedicated, holy priests, deacons, and consecrated 

religious life.  May they be inspired by Jesus Christ, sup-

ported by our faith community, and respond generously to 

God’s gift of a vocation. Jesus asks us to live our faith in a 

radical way that brings others to Him. In a particular way, 

pray for the young men and women of our Diocese to have 

the courage to respond to what it is that our Lord is calling 

them to do, and that He may continue to bless us with an 

abundance of priestly vocations. 
 

In closing, thank you again for your continued prayerful 

support.  Please know of my prayers for you now and al-

ways.  It is always such a joy to hear from parishioners, so 

please do not hesitate to drop me a line.  I remain, 
 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

Zach Samples 

Saint Meinrad Seminary & School of Theology 

200 Hill Drive,  St. Meinrad, IN  47577 

zsamples@dio.org 

The Scholastic Book Fair 

will be held at St. Anthony 

Grade School from Thursday, 

November 12, through Friday, 

November 20. The Book Fair 

is also available online (https://www.scholastic.com/bf/

stanthonyofpaduaschool15) from Nov. 4 through 17 for 

those who cannot attend in person. 
 

The Fair will be open to parents during Parent-Teacher 

Conferences. A Grand Event will be held on Wednesday, 

November 18, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Pre-Kindergarten through 

Grade 2 parents, grandparents, and parishioners are invited 

to help their little ones shop. 
 

“Wish books” selected by teachers may be purchased for 

classrooms.  These books make great Christmas gifts! Pro-

ceeds from the Book Fair will benefit the grade school li-

brary. 

Those in the Military 
Please update the information of your family 
who is in the military with the parish office.  
We would like to recognize them in our 

bulletin during Veterans days.  Please include their name, 
rank and how they are related to you. You can call the 
parish office at 347-7129 or email shoene@stanthony.com  

2021 Breaking Bread Missalettes  

The new church liturgical year be-

gins on Sunday, November 29th.  

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we can 

not have our missalettes in the pew.  

Therefore, we are going to give pa-

rishioners a chance to come by the 

parish office and pick one up (one 

per family please).  You can bring 

them to Masses with you on the 

weekends, but please take them 

home with you after Mass. When we 

can resume normal Masses in church, we will ask that eve-

ryone bring their books back for all to use.  Beginning 

Monday, November 2nd, you can stop by the Parish Office 

and pick up a book. 

tel:%28217%29%20821-1840
tel:%28217%29%20821-1840
mailto:kpruemer@gmail.com
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stanthonyofpaduaschool15
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stanthonyofpaduaschool15


 

Paw Prints 

St. Anthony High School                    November 1, 2020 

For the calendar . . . 
 Nov. 3, No School (Election Day) 
 Nov. 5, Adoration 
 Nov. 11, No School (Veterans Day) 
 Nov. 12, Winter Sports Photos; Parent-

Teacher Conferences 4:00-6:00pm by 
appointment 

 Nov. 13, No School; Parent-Teacher 
Conferences 8:30-11:30am by 
appointment 

 Nov. 15, SAHS Open House, 4:00-
6:00pm 

 Nov. 18, Meet the Bulldogs, 6:30pm; 
Midterm 

 Nov. 21, ILMEA District Festival 
 Nov. 25, Mass & Thanksgiving 

Luncheon TBA 
 Nov. 26-27, No School (Happy 

Thanksgiving) 

BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS 
SAHS students and staff wore jeans and spirit 
wear yesterday for a $1.00 donation; staff 
members made donations and joined together at 
the track to participate in the BBBS Virtual 
Walk for Kids Sake.  $250 was collected and 
will be donated 
to Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of 
Effingham 
County.  Thank 
you for 
supporting those 
in need. 

HISTORY CLASSES MOCK CONGRESS 

Mrs. Kelly Thoele’s history classes recently participated in Mock 

Congress.  Each student was assigned a congressperson to portray and 

study.  Students were asked to dress professionally on their “Mock 

Congress” day. Interesting dialogue between the parties was shared. 

NATIONAL MERIT WINNERS 
SAHS seniors Kate Hartke and Olivia 
Spraul are among the award winners in 
the 66th annual National Merit 
Scholarship program. Kate has been 
named a semi-finalist and Olivia was 
named a commended student. Over 1.5 
million juniors in about 21,000 high 
schools entered the 2021 National Merit 
Scholarship Program by taking the 
2019 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test 
(PSAT/NMSQT), which served as an initial screen of program entrants. 
Congratulations! 

CATHOLIC RADIOTHON 
SAHS students Dylan Helmink, 
Megan Koenig & Taylor Smith, 
along with Sacred Heart & St. 
Anthony Grade school students, 
were on the radio on Monday, 
October 5, from 10:40-11:00am for 
a remote interview with Covenant 
Radio. Help our students raise 
funds for WGMR Covenant 

Network Catholic Radio by calling 314-752-7000 or 877-305-1234 
between 10:00-11:00am on Monday.  Your support helps Catholic radio 
teach and share the faith. You can listen online at ourcatholicradio.org 
or tune in to WGMR 91.3 FM. 

SPANISH CLUB DONATES TO 
ANIMAL SHELTER 

To commemorate the feast of Saint Francis, 
Patron Saint of Animals, (October 4) the 

Spanish Club, 
sponsored by 
Mrs. Keller, 
collected items 
to donate to 
Effingham 
County animal 
shelter. Thank 
you to all who 
donated items 

or money.  The shelter was very grateful for the 
much needed donations. Shown in the photo are 
Spanish IV students with donations. 



CALENDAR 

Oct. 30 - (K-2) Halloween Parade (Virtual) & HS Ac-

tivity 

Nov. 1  - All Saints Day Devotion (Virtual) 

Nov. 10 - Intermediate Veterans Day Program 

(Virtual) 

Nov. 11 - Veterans Day - No School 

Nov. 12 - Table of Plenty @ the Grade School Atrium

( students only) 

Nov. 12 - Parent Teacher Conferences 4:30-8:30pm 

Nov. 13- No School; Parent Teacher Conferences 9-

Noon 

Nov. 16-20 - Book Fair 

Nov. 20 - 2nd Quarter Midterms  

Nov. 23 - ILMEA District V Festival in Charleston 

Nov. 25 - Dress Down Day; 3pm Dismissal - Thanks-

giving  

Nov. 29 - Advent Begins 

These events and more at  stanthony.com! 

StuCo’s Red Ribbon Week 

In conjunction with the National 

Family Partnership, SAGS Student 

Council organized the annual Red 

Ribbon Week beginning October 

26th. The mission of this activity is 

to nurture the full potential of 

healthy, drug free youth.  

Like & Follow SAGS  

Stay engaged and celebrate our 

good news @stagradeschool! 

SAGS 1st Quarter Highlights 

 

Thank You, Thank you, Thank you…..  

- THANK YOU is not enough to commend our volunteer 

nurses at the door every morning helping the office temper-

ature check, not enough to commend the kitchen and custo-

dial staff for their efforts to keep the building sanitized and 

safe, AND certainly not enough to commend our teachers 

for their countless hours of sanitizing, safety protocol prep, 

virtual learning adaptations, frequently preparing for multi-

ple absent student materials and still maintaining the smile 

on their face for daily instruction.  

 

- THANK YOU is also not enough to commend our par-

ents, and students for their willingness to adapt, be patient, 

and comply to so many changes this school year. We know 

it has been a challenge, BUT know that your efforts to 

abide by the safety protocols and understanding  to adapt to 

changes in the guidance have made it possible for us to re-

main in-person to this point of the school year!!!  

 

Other Highlights:  

- Kindergarten graduated form ABC Bootcamp and cele-

brated with their Annual Livestreamed ABC Bootcamp 

Fashion Show  

- 2nd grade successfully contacted their pen pals in their 

annual Pen Pal Program.  

- 8th graders Lane Frost, Katherine Bierman and Cailey 

Dorris participated in speaking on the radio for our Annual 

Catholic Radiothon in October.  

- “Socktober” was a huge success sponsored by the JH Stu-

dent Council. Over 1900 socks, gloves and hats were col-

lected to donate to Catholic Charites in preparation for the 

winter season.  

- Many other items can be viewed on our SAGS Facebook 

page to see what is happening around the building this year.  

Extra-Curricular Corner 

Golf:  Both the boys and girls golf teams had major success 

at sectionals.  

- Boys: Coen Pennington 1st, Dakota Flaig and Joey Tru-

piano tied for 2nd— 3 other finished  in the top 8  

- Girls:  Addison Krouse 1st place others also finished in 

the top 25. 

Baseball: Finished the season undefeated and won the JH’s 

first South Central Conference Title. Also, won their IESA 

regional.   

Cross Country: Both boys and girls teams had a strong 

season and a very strong showing the IESA Sectional.  

- Girls: 1st place finish, 5 girls in the Top 10– Nora Tru-

piano 1st, Mollie Slifer 3rd, Gianna Frisbie 4th, Taylor Mil-

ler 6th and Addison Krouse 8th.  

- Boys: 2nd place finish, Vincent Vogel 3rd, Noah Flaig 

4th.  

*There were no state events due to the continuation of the 

Covid 19 Pandemic.  

http://stanthony.com/upcoming-grade-school-events


Knights of Columbus News 

 

HOW CAN I / HOW DO I GET SOMEONE TO JOIN THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS? 

Ask a Catholic gentleman!  Someone that you think would make a good Knight, which would help strengthen our council with 

new and young members, new ideas. We need to bring in new members if we want our council to be here for the generations to 

come. With deaths, suspensions and transfers our council has slowly been going down in numbers. We must stay strong in 

members for all the work the Knights do for the Catholic Church, our local Parishes, our Communities, Vocations, Intellectual 

Disabilities, Special Olympics, Newman Centers and the General Assistance Fund.  So please get involved with your council 

and ask a friend, brother, son, grandson, grandfather, father, nephew, cousin to join us.  Joining the K of C is more accessible 

with “online membership” and “on demand membership - Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity” – please see the 

links listed below.  Please contact Grand Knight Bob Utz, Jr. at (217) 994-4140 or any Brother Knight with questions or if 

interested in joining. 

 

Online Membership – by completing and submitting the required information, you become a member of the K of C State 

Council.  You are not “assigned” to local council, when you elect to join a local Council, you will need to participate in the 

Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html 

 

On Demand Membership - due to the COVID pandemic, the Exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity is provided on 

demand via video.  This allows you to join a local Council of your choice.  Please follow the instructions provided:  https://

www.kofc.org/apps/resources/invitation-en.pdf 

 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS POSTER CONTEST 

Our Council will once again conduct a “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest this year.  Youth Director Greg Koester 

will be getting rules and entry forms out to the schools in early November.  The rules and entry forms will also be posted on 

the Council website at effinghamkc.com. 

 

PAUL REXROAT - 2020 SPRINGFIELD DIOCESAN K of C CHAPTER BISHOP’S HALL OF FAME INDUCTEE 

Sir Knight Paul Rexroat was born March 1, 1937 in Olney, Illinois. He attended St. Joseph Catholic School in Olney, Olney 

High School, and Eastern Illinois University.  Upon graduation from Eastern he accepted a job teaching at a correctional 

facility in northern Illinois. He later moved back to southern Illinois, where he married Marcia Jones in 1961.  Paul and Marcia 

were blessed with six children and an education based in faith was important to them as parents as all of their children attended 

St. Anthony Catholic Grade School and High School.  They were married for 58 years and she supported him in all his efforts 

until her passing in September 2019. 

Paul joined the Knights of Columbus in 1962 in Olney as a 3rd degree member. He then joined Effingham Council 665 in 

1964 when he moved to Effingham to start his career at the United States Department of Agriculture ASCS office where he 

met many cherished friends who he is still close with today. While he held this position, he served as State President of 

NASCOE and Midwest Director of IASCOE. 

Paul served as Grand Knight of Effingham Council 665 from 1981-1983.  As Grand Knight he established bingo for 

Council 665 and went to Indianapolis to get the bingo equipment.  He volunteered for many years as a bingo caller.  He also 

served as the president of the building corporation and was instrumental in purchasing the ground where the Effingham 

Knights of Columbus Hall / Effingham Event Center now stands.  In 1984 he joined Effingham Assembly 0214 - the Patriotic 

(4th) Degree . 

Paul and Marcia devoted their time and talent to the Council in a way many in Effingham fondly remember, their cooking. 

The couple were well known in Effingham as the owners of Rexroat’s Distinctive Dining, which served the community for 24 

years.  Throughout the years Paul and Marcia lovingly volunteered many hours to serve the meals at many dinner and dance 

fundraisers for the council. These memories live on in their children, who clearly remember being put to work cooking, 

serving, and washing dishes at these events.  

He also devoted his talents to St. Anthony Parish running the hamburger stand at the church’s annual picnic for many years. 

Paul ensured the entire family pitched in to help, recruiting his children, their spouses, and grandchildren to volunteer.  Paul 

also frequently served as a lector and usher at St. Anthony Catholic Church. 

Over the years he invested his time and talents with many organizations including United Way as a Chairman, Effingham 

Rotary, Boy Scouts of America, and was a long-time instructor for the hunter’s safety course. For the last several years, Paul 

and several friends put their carpentry skills to good use, building a hand-made wooden swing donated to the annual St. 

Anthony picnic raffle. Paul has also recently been active volunteering for Meals on Wheels and driving those who need 

transportation to doctor’s appointments in St. Louis and Springfield. 

Together as a family, Allen Rexroat, Tim Rexroat, Deanna Rexroat Kabbes, Nancy Rexroat Thompson, John Rexroat and 

Sara Rexroat Morris, along with their spouses, sixteen grandchildren and fourteen great-grandchildren are thankful and 

appreciate the induction of our Dad and Papa into the Springfield Diocesan K of C Chapter Bishop’s Hall of Fame.  

https://www.kofc.org/secure/en/join/join-the-knights.html


Knights of Columbus News 

 

FATHER MICHAEL J. MCGIVNEY – FOUNDER OF THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BEATIFIED!   
 

On May 27, the Vatican announced that Pope Francis approved the promulgation of a decree recognizing a miracle attributed 

to the intercession of the founder of the Knights of Columbus, Venerable Father Michael J. McGivney, a Connecticut priest 

who served his flock during the pandemic of 1890, before himself becoming ill and dying of pneumonia. 

 

The pope’s action means that Father McGivney can be declared “Blessed,” the step just prior to sainthood. An additional 

miracle attributed to Father McGivney’s intercession will be required for his canonization as a saint. 

 

McGivney is best known for founding the Knights of Columbus in 1882. Nearly a century before the Second Vatican Council, 

his prescient vision empowered the laity to serve Church and neighbor in a new way. Today, the Knights of Columbus is one 

of the largest Catholic organizations in the world with 2 million members in North and Latin America, the Caribbean, Asia, 

and Europe. 

 

The miracle recognized as coming through Father McGivney’s intercession involved an unborn child in the United States who 

in 2015 was healed in utero of a life-threatening condition after prayers by his family to Father McGivney. 

 

The beatification Mass was on Saturday, October 31 at 11:00 a.m. ET at Saint Joseph’s Cathedral in Hartford, CT.  It included 

the reading of an apostolic letter from the Holy Father and the bestowing of the title “Blessed” on Father McGivney. 

 

Earlier this year, in an address to the Knights of Columbus Board of Directors, Pope Francis said the organization has been 

faithful “to the vision of your founder, Venerable Michael McGivney, who was inspired by the principles of Christian charity 

and fraternity to assist those most in need.” 

 

“Father McGivney has inspired generations of Catholic men to roll up their sleeves and put their faith into action,” Supreme 

Knight Carl A. Anderson said. “He was decades ahead of his time in giving the laity an important role within the Church. 

Today, his spirit continues to shape the extraordinary charitable work of Knights as they continue to serve those on the margins 

of society as he served widows and orphans in the 1880s. Father McGivney also remains an important role model for parish 

priests around the world and left us a transformative legacy of effective cooperation between the laity and clergy.  

 

Born of Irish immigrant parents in 1852 in Waterbury, Connecticut, Father McGivney was a central figure in the dramatic 

growth of the Church in the United States in the late 19th century. Ordained in Baltimore in 1877, he ministered to a heavily 

Irish-American and immigrant community in the then-Diocese of Hartford. At a time of anti-Catholic sentiment, he worked 

tirelessly to keep his flock close to the faith in part by finding practical solutions to their many problems – spiritual and 

temporal alike. With a group of the leading Catholic men of New Haven, he founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882 at St. 

Mary’s Church to provide spiritual support for Catholic men and financial resources for families that had suffered the loss of 

their breadwinner. 

 

The fledgling group soon became a major force in the areas of evangelization, charity, racial integration, and the defense of 

religious freedom.  

 

Father McGivney spent his entire priesthood in parish ministry and died of pneumonia on August 14, 1890— two days after 

his 38th birthday – after falling ill amid a pandemic. Recent scientific evidence indicates that the pandemic – like the current 

one – may have been caused by a coronavirus. 

 

Known by his contemporaries for his devotion to the faith and his embodiment of the characteristics of the “Good Samaritan,” 

his cause for sainthood was opened in the Archdiocese of Hartford in 1997. St. John Paul II – who was pope at that time – 

lauded Father McGivney’s principles, stating in 2003, “In fidelity to the vision of Father McGivney, may you continue to seek 

new ways of being a leaven of the Gospel in the world and a spiritual force for the renewal of the Church in holiness, unity and 

truth.” 

 

In March 2008, he was declared a Venerable Servant of God by Pope Benedict XVI, who during his visit to St. Patrick’s 

Cathedral cited the “remarkable accomplishment of that exemplary American priest, the Venerable Michael McGivney, whose 

vision and zeal led to the establishment of the Knights of Columbus.” 



Please submit written bulletin articles to:  
bulletin@stanthony.com or mail to Bulletin, PO Box 764, 
Effingham, IL  62401.  Articles must be in the office by 

noon Monday prior to publication. 

Week Ending 
Oct 25, 2020 

Weekly 
Totals 

Fiscal YTD 
(Week 17 of 52) 

Last Year’s 
YTD 

Regular Church 
Support 

$14,682.63  $367,891.50  $387,416.84  

GOAL $25,150.00  $427,550.00   

Difference ($10,467.37) ($59,658.50)  

Pray for Those We Love in the Military 

as TheyServe Our Country 

St. Anthony Cemetery News 
The St. Anthony Cemetery board would like to inform you 
that in your November packet of Church envelopes there 
will be one for the cemetery. The board continues to make 
improvements where needed and we are looking toward the 
future with adding concrete runners for tombstones in the 
last big area of the cemetery yet this year. These 9 concrete 
runners are 166’6” x 30” x 6” and cost a little over $3,000 
each. The total cost of this project will be $27,500.00. The 
cemetery is looking beautiful and all donations help cover 
the costs of all projects! Please prayerfully consider 
donating to keep our cemetery looking its best!  

Diocesan 

Collections 

Week Ending 
Oct 25, 2020 

YTD 

Twining Parish in Nigeria $60.00 $15,377.00 

Cemetery $75.00 $2,890.00 

Propagation of Faith $50.00 $535.00 

Justice & Hope $5.00 $5.00 

Christmas Flowers $45.00 $45.00 

 

Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation number at 217-321-
1155 or Children & Family Services Child Abuse Hotline  

1-800-25-ABUSE. 

Pro-Life Corner 

Abortion is “preeminent” issue in upcoming elec-
tion.  In a recent Catholic Times article, Bishop 
Thomas John Paprocki provided valuable information 
to help us evaluate how to vote in the election.  He 
emphasized a key statement:  
 

“The threat of abortion remains our preemi-
nent priority because it directly attacks life 
itself, because it takes place within the sanc-
tuary of the family, and because of the num-
ber of lives destroyed.” 

 

To use the word “preeminent” means that it surpasses 
all others in importance.  Life is a basic human right 
on which all other rights depend. 
 

Keep this issue in mind as you form your conscience 
before casting your ballot, and please pray for our 
country. 
 

To learn more, read the full article at the Catholic 
Times website at www.ct.dio.org. 
 
Do you know a friend or loved one that resides in a 
nursing home, assisted living home, or is home-
bound?  Restrictions due to Covid-19 have severely 
limited their social interactions. Find out if they are 
permitted in-person visits, or simply visit them via 
phone call. 
 

Take inspiration from the experience of nurse and 
author, Kathy Kalina: 
 

There is nothing so hopeful as laughter. Every per-
son has a sense of humor, and tapping into that 
can build a connection faster than anything else. 
Suffering people are tender all over, and humor is 
risky, but worth the risk. Occasionally my jokes 
have been poorly received, but each time I just 
asked forgiveness and permission for a fresh start. 
 

It helps to bring the outside in, sharing bits of your 
day. Just letting the… person know that you're a 
little light-hearted will open the door. Humor 
breaks down barriers, allows a safety valve for 
anger and frustration, and gives a sense of control 
over uncontrollable situations. 
 

Laughter is the great equalizer. Sharing a joke 
levels the playing field and invites true relation-
ship, a dance of giving and receiving. When we 
laugh, we experience joy, and celebrate this mo-
ment, right now, regardless of how chaotic the life 
situation may be. It's a wonderful mitzvah, or mu-
tual blessing. 

 

Even one person can make an extraordinary differ-
ence in the life of an isolated person. 
 

(Excerpts from Hope for the Journey: Meaningful 
Support for the Terminally Ill, by Kathy Kalina, RN, 
CRNH) 

Mark your calendar for Sacred Heart 
Church Drive-Thru Chicken Dinner on 
Sunday November 1 from 11:30am to 
5:00pm! Full and half chickens will be 

available, with green beans, corn, coleslaw, and dinner 
rolls. There will also be a limited amount of chicken livers 
available. All proceeds benefit the Sacred Heart School 
Annual Fund. 

American Red Cross Blood Drive 

Where: St. Aloysius Parish Hall -  

              Bishop Creek 

When: November 13, 2020 

             3pm to 7pm 






