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ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH EFFINGHAM, ILLINOIS 

Please pray for Restoration of Religious 
Liberty, those who are ill, those in 
hospitals and nursing homes, those 
recovering from surgery, and all those 
serving our country. Also, Adelaida 
Anderson, Chuck Bierman, Steve 

Bierman, Millie Braun, Marlene Bushue, Rosemary 
Bushur, Mary Lynn Byers, Mary Conder, Lisa Crosson, 
Paul Deters, Dan L. Feldhake, Dave Feldhake, Judy 
French, John Gapsis, Stacia Gorden, Sandy Gravenhorst, 
Mike Hartke, Charlie Hicks, Mark Jirak, Ingrid Kay, Susan 
Keenan, Tina Keller, Marita Kemme, Steve Koebele, Amy 
Beth Koester, Clete Koester, Elisabeth Koester, Ralph 
Kortte, Tony Koste, Terry Kraft, Dan Kruger, Lloyd 
Ludwig, Penny Meyer, Penny Mihlbachler, Sandy 
Mihlbachler, Jack Nisbet, Kathy Nolan, Loretta Nolan, Bill 
Nuxoll, Cathy Polarek, Kenneth Polarek, Jill Quandt, 
Marty Reed, Jim & Alice Rhodes, Anna Sparling, Mary 
Rubsam-Stuckey, Allen Wente, Carole Wheeler, Keith 
Willenborg, Dr. Mel Willenborg, Paul V. Willenborg, Jerry 
Worman, Pauline Worman, Jamie Wrigley 

In the event of a death, accident or other life emergency, 
while offices are closed, please contact our priests at  

(217) 703-1042. 

 

St. Anthony Church Mass Times 
 

Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri:  8:30am 
Saturday - 4:30pm 

Sunday 7:30am & 9:15am, 11:00am 
 

Live Streamed Masses at St. Anthony 
 

Sunday at 9:15am 
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday Masses at 8:30am 

 

St. Maryôs, Shumway Mass Times 
 

Wednesday:  8:30am    Saturday: 5:30pm    Sunday: 8:30am  
 

Reconciliation Times 
 

Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri:  7:45am to 8:15am (St. Anthony) 
Saturday:  3:15pm to 4:00pm(St. Anthony) 

Saturday: 4:15pm to 5:00pm (St. Maryôs - Shumway) 
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Our Theme for the second week of Advent: The Peace of Christ Coming to the World. 
 

Last week our theme was ñHope.ò We pray that hope is secured by God's faithfulness to His promises. For the Old 
Testament leaders, their hope was in the Messiah's arrival. For us, it is the hope of the Messiah's return (the second coming). 
 

God's plan for humanity unfolded in the town of Bethlehem, the birthplace of the Messiah, joyously fulfilling a long-awaited 
promise. Today we confidently wait for the Messiah's triumphant return. 
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This is one of the most powerful messianic passages because Bethlehem is pinpointed as the birthplace of the Messiah. 
Written 750 years before Christ, Micah tells of the honor which will belong to Bethlehem. Christ's deity and humanity are 
shown here -- He is a shepherd, leading with the strength of God, bringing peace to His people. 
 

The hope of Christians is not wishful thinking, but based on the historical facts of Christ's birth, death and resurrection, and 
in the confidence of His eagerly anticipated return. 
 

God fills us with peace and gives us real life -- forever. "God loved the people of this world so much that He gave His only 
son, so that everyone who has faith in Him will have eternal life and never die." Jesus said, "I came so that everyone would 
have life, and have it in its fullest." 
 

Since God planned for us to have peace and life, why are we so far from God? As human beings we are all sinners, we have 
chosen to disobey God and go our own way. This results in separation from God. "All of us have sinned and fallen short of 
God's holiness." Sin is choosing to say or do or think things that are against God's plan. "The result of unforgiven sin is 
death. But God's gift is eternal life given by Jesus Christ our Lord." 
 

There is only one way to reach God; that is, through Jesus Christ His only begotten Son. He is the only One who can bring 
us back to God. Jesus paid the penalty for our sin and bridged the gap between God and people. Christ died once for our 
sins. An innocent person died for those who are guilty. 
 

God has provided the only way ï we must make the choice. We must trust Jesus Christ to forgive our sins and receive Him 
as our Savior and serve Him as our Lord. To all who receive Him, He gave the right to be adopted children of God, even. 
 

Advent season is an invitation to set your mind off the stresses of this pandemic year. Advent is a chance to focus our 
thoughts on the gift God has given us in his son Jesus, who stepped down from heaven and took the form of a man so that 
we might believe. 
 

Fr. Al 

December 8th - Immaculate Conception Mass Schedule 
 

St. Anthony Church 
Monday, December 7th: 5:30pm 
Tuesday, December 8th: 6:30am, 8:30am, 12:10pm 
 

Mass Sign-ups for the Holy Day are available now on our 
website. 


