
Sunday, January 1, 2023 

St. Anthony of Padua  101 E Virginia Ave, Effingham, IL 62401 
217-347-7129  www.stanthony.com 



ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH EFFINGHAM, ILLINOIS 

 

St. Anthony Church Mass Times 
 

Mon. thru Fri - 6:30am 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri - 8:30am 

Saturday - 4:30pm 
Sunday - 7:30am & 9:15am, 11:00am 

 

Live Streamed Masses 
 

Saturday at 4:30pm 
Monday thru Friday at 6:30am 

 

Reconciliation Times 
 

Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri:   7:45am to 8:15am  
Saturday:  3:15pm to 4:00pm 

In the event of a death, accident or other life 
emergency, while offices are closed, please contact 

our priests at (217) 703-1042. 

Please pray for Restoration of Religious 
Liberty, those who are ill, those in hospitals 
and nursing homes, those recovering from 
surgery, and all those serving our country 
and also for: 

Lidy Anderson 
Margie Apke 
Edward Austin 
Sara Bernhard 
Steve Bierman 
Dustin Borries 
Mary Lynn Byers 
Britney Chester 
Lisa Crosson 
Dan L. Feldhake 
Dave Feldhake 
Bethanie Flach 
Judy French 
Jackson Gaitros 
Angela Geltz 
Susan Goldstein 
Stacia Gorden 
Cheryl Gross 
Mike Hartke 

Tripp Huston 
Ron Kabbes 
Ingrid Kay 
Tina Keller 
Marita Kemme 
Brad Koenig 
Amy Beth Koester 
Clete Koester 
Elisabeth Koester 
Ralph Kortte 
Terry Kraft 
Mary Lawyer 
Rita McMillan 
George Mette 
Penny Meyer 
Roberta Meyer 
Bruce Niebrugge 
Joyce A Niebrugge 
Larry Niemerg 

Kathy Nolan 
Bill Nuxoll 
Cathy Polarek 
Kenneth Polarek 
Margaret Rosiak 
Special Intention 
Bob Thies 
Roger Thoele 
Allen Wente 
Marilyn Wente 
Lizzy Westendorf 
Carole Wheeler 
Georgia Willenborg 
Judy Willenborg 
Dr. Mel Willenborg 
Paul V. Willenborg 
Jerry Worman 
Pauline Worman 
Richard J Worman 

First Saturday Mass & Devotion 
January 7th 

Rosary - 6:10am  Mass - 6:30am 
Meditations - 7:00am - 7:15am 

“From the Pastor’s Desk” 
 

Mary, Mother of God 
 
Dear St. Anthony Parish Family: 
 
Into the new year, let us continue our reflection from Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter Desiderio Desideravi, 
whereby he opens up for us a beautiful image of our encounter with Christ in the Mass/Liturgy:   “Before us lies 
all the powerful beauty of the liturgy.  If the resurrection were for us only a concept, an idea, a thought; if the 
Risen One were for us the recollection of the recollection of others, however authoritative, as, for example, of the 
Apostles; if there were not given also to us the possibility of a true encounter with Him, that would be to declare 
the newness of the Word made flesh to have been all used up.  Instead, the Incarnation, in addition to being the 
only always new event that history knows, is also the very method that the Holy Trinity has chosen to open to us 
the way of communion.  Christian faith is either an encounter with him alive, or it does not exist. 
 
“The Liturgy guarantees for us the possibility of such an encounter.  For us a vague memory of the Last Supper 
would do no good.  We need to be present at that supper, to be able to hear his voice, to eat his Body and drink his 
Blood.  We need Him.  In the Eucharist and in all the sacraments we are guaranteed the possibility of 
encountering the Lord Jesus, and of having the power of his Paschal Mystery reach us.”  DD 10-11. 
 
What a great resolution for the new year, if you are pondering one…to reflect more deeply with us in this 
Eucharistic year on the presence of Christ in the sacrament, and how we can ask for it to more radically transform 
our lives.  Can we begin by preparing to hear the readings at Mass, having read and prayed over them before, 
allowing some quiet time of reflection for the Word to be on our minds?  We will certainly hear them with greater 
devotion and they will more likely speak to us if we have done so. 
 
Rejoice in the Lord who is born for us this season.  Happy New Year! 
 
Fr. Peter Harman 

Parish Life Activities 
Coffee & Donuts 

 

Sunday, January 8th 
 

Please join us as we meet in the Parish Center Sunday, 
January 8th from after the 9:15am Mass to the beginning of 
the 11:00am Mass, for Coffee & Donuts. Included with this 
will be some time for Q&A and/or for parishioners to share 
their witness. 



Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God, The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord January 1, 2023 

Welcome Recently Baptized 
 

Clayton James Hakman, son of Evan & Lauryn 
Hakman 

 

Grief Support Meetings 
are held every Tuesday evening at 

6:15pm in the St Anthony Parish Center. 

We extend a warm welcome to our newest  
Parishioners… 
 

Kyle Klitzing 
 Jared & Kelly Having 

Mitchell & Erin Dasenbrock and daughter Amelia 
 Sean & Paige Hussey, and children Emma & Leo 

 

 
 
 

 

Saturday, December 31: 
 

4:30pm Mass: Roy Hartke 
 

Sunday, January 1: 
 

8:00am Mass:   Parishioners of St. Anthony 
10:00am Mass:  Living & Deceased Members of Carl  
 & Carolyn Koerner 
 

Monday, January 2: 
 

6:30am Mass: No Mass 
8:30am Mass: No Mass 
 

Tuesday, January 3: 
 

6:30am Mass: Sylvester & Emma Pals Family 
8:30am Mass: Leonard Willenborg; 
 Jack & Jane Kabbes Family 
 

Wednesday, January 4: 
 

6:30am Mass: Jerry Vogt 
 

Thursday, January 5: 
 

6:30am Mass: Mike & Martha Fearday Family 
8:30am Mass: Harold Bushur Anniversary 
 

Friday, January 6: 
 

6:30am Mass: Eugene Westendorf 
8:30am Mass: Tom & Connie Wegman Family 
 

Saturday, January 7: 
 

6:30am Mass: Jerry Schutzbach 
4:30pm Mass: Virginia Poeppelmeyer 
 

Sunday, January 8: 
 

7:30am Mass:   Bruce Madelin Family 
9:15am Mass: Parishioners of St. Anthony 
11:00am Mass:  Edward & Myrtle Savickas 

Seeing HIM 
 
The shepherd went in haste to see the newborn child in the city of 
David. A Savior, the Christ child, wrapped in hand-me-down 
clothes, laying in an animal feeder. I can only imagine what joy 
the shepherds felt. A Savior they could see and relate to. Jesus, 
the Savior, was like them: unnoticed, used, yet welcomed and 
accepted by sheep.  This morning, I walked past a man in hand-
me-down clothes sleeping on two chairs pushed together.  No 
man or woman should be stripped of all dignity and looked upon 
as an animal. He had a name, and I didn't even greet him to ask 
what it was. 
 
How do we do better welcoming Jesus, the shepherds, the 
unwedded young mother into our lives and our Church? I don't 
have the answer, but I want to do a better job and be more aware 
of the outliers and marginalized. We are beloved children of 
Abba and the Kingdom is ours to share. “As proof, God sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying out, “Abba, Father!” So 
you are no longer a slave but a son, and if a son then also an heir, 
through God” (Gal 4: 6-7). I want to love others as God has loved 
me. “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; 
in these last days, he has spoken to us through the Son” (Heb 1:1-
2).  
 
Let us welcome 2023 and all whom we encounter with added 
love, mercy, compassion and empathy. Thank you for all you do 
and all you have done sharing the faith and building the Kingdom 
of God. 
 
“The LORD bless you and keep you!   
The LORD let his face shine upon you,  
and be gracious to you!   
The LORD look upon you kindly and       
give you peace!” (NM 6: 24-26) 
 
 
Blessings in 2023! 
 
With much love, 
Jeremy 

Mass Intentions 

Kate Weber’s 
Bible Study 

 

Bible Study will resume 
on January 12th. We 
will be studying 

“Follow Me: Meeting Jesus in the Gospel of John.” 
This will be a 8 week study. A morning and evening 
session will be offered on Thursdays. The morning 
session will start at 9:15am following the 8:30am mass, 
and the evening session at 6:30pm. All sessions will be 
held in the Parish Center. 
 

Please contact the Parish Office at 217-347-7129 to 
register. Any questions you may contact Kate Weber at  
217-821-3003 or kateweber51@gmail.com 

The Parish Office will be closed the following days:  
 

Friday, December 30th, and 
Monday, January 2nd 



Please submit written bulletin articles to: bulletin@stanthony.com or mail to Bulletin, PO Box 764, Effingham, IL  62401.  
Articles must be in the office by noon Monday prior to publication. 

Church Cleaning for January 
 

Cleaning is done Saturday morning from 8:30-
9:30.  If you are unable to clean, please call a 

replacement. 
 

Alex & Megan Schimmelpfenning 
Anthony & Patricia Schlanser 

Jayne Schmidt 
Kent & Liz Schmidt 

Scott Schmidt 
Warren & Emma Schmidt 
William & Susan Schmidt 

Gerald & Deborah Schoenhoff 
Derek & Laura Schorman 

Matthew & Brittany Schreifels 
Blake & Meaghan Schroedter 

Brian & Kenda Schuette 
Carmen Schuette 

David & Jamie Schuette 
Gregg & Barbara Schuette 

Johnathon & Brianna Schuette 

 

Baptism Class -Parents are required to attend a Baptism 
Class before their child is baptized. The next class will be 
held at St. Anthony’s Parish Center, January 19th @ 
7:00pm.  To register call the parish office at 347-7129. 

 

                            Liturgical Ministers for January 7/8; 14/15; 21/22; 28/29 

Ministry 4:30pm 7:30am 9:15am 11:00am 
Lectors Joe Spraul Jolene Hoke Sr. Jane Hotze Jane Dust 
      

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Linda Buscher 
Joe  Buscher 
Mike Genta 

Alice Dust 
Greg Dust 
Shae Thoele 

Dixie Hartke 
Mandy Henning 
Kevin Roewe 

Eric Koester 
Larry Masengale 
Theresa Masengale 

     

Servers 

Lydia Fearday 
Levi Flowers 

Lucy Hoke 
Hannah Phillips 

Amaya Griffith 
Luke Roewe 
Meg Roewe 
Nick Roewe 

Caelyn Buehnerkemper 
Liv Buehnerkemper 

      

Ushers 
 
 

Mitch Martin 
Mike Nosbisch 
Larry Thies 
Joe Ungrund 

Gerald Westendorf 
Terry Westendorf 
More Needed 

Justin Brummer 
Joel Griffith 
Patrick Niebrugge 
Cory Sayne 

Jeff Clausius 
Chris Quandt 
More Needed 

Radio Mass Recorder: Gary Hanner 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter presents weekend 
experiences for married couples to rekindle romance, 
enhance meaningful communication, and deepen and 
renew commitment. The next three IN-PERSON 
weekend experiences are listed below. Sign-up now!  For more 
information or to apply, go to wwme.org, or call Terry & Eric Engholm 
at 314-649-7317. 
 

2/3/2023 - 2/5/2023 - Courtyard Marriott, St. Peters, MO 
3/17/2023 - 3/19/2023 - Villa Maria Retreat Center, Springfield, IL 
3/31/2023 - 4/2/2023 - Courtyard Marriott, St. Peters, MO 

“St. Anthony Grade School 
admits students of any race, 
color, sex or national and ethnic 
origin to all the rights, privileges, 
programs and activities generally 
accorded or made available to 
students at the school.  It does 
not discriminate based on race, 
color, sex, or national and ethnic 
origin in the administration of its 
educational policies, admissions 
policies, scholarships and loan 
programs, and athletic and school 
administered programs. Our 
schools do reserve all their rights 
as religious entities in accord 
with the teachings of the Catholic 
Church, the protections of the 
First Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution, and the Illinois 
Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act 775 ILCS 35/.” 

 

Tis the season for snow and ice.  Please remember, if you are uneasy on 
your feet, and the steps are snowy or icy, please use the West entrance 
of church.  It is a covered entrance and may be easier to maneuver than 
the front steps. 



The 2023 Mass Intention Book  
 

The Mass Intention book for 2023 is now open for those 
wanting to schedule Masses. There will be one intention 
scheduled for each Mass, except for the 6:30 am Mass on 
Mondays.  There will be up to 10 intentions scheduled for 
those Masses.  Mass intentions will be limited to 5 per 
family for 2023, of which only one can be scheduled on a 
weekend.  Please stop by the parish office to schedule your 
mass intentions. 

Natural Family Planning Class 
 

2023 Sessions:  To register, contact Kate Pruemer  at   
217-821-1840 or  kprumer@gmail.com.   

 

Saturday, Jan. 14th  -  1:30 - 3:00pm on WebEx 
 

Saturday, Feb. 25th  -  9:00-11:00am at St. Anthony Church  

You are invited to join us! 
 

The 31 CLUB is 31 people committed to praying for 
the priests of St. Anthony Parish. It is year long 

commitment; you will pray 12 times over the course 
of the year. Your day of prayer for our priests is set 

the same day every month. An email will be sent 
daily as we encourage our priests with a short note 

of our prayers that were offered for them. For more 
information contact:  

Tessie Kabbes at tess.kabbes@gmail.com 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated during Mass on Saturdays & Sun-
days (not during Lent). A family must be registered & ac-
tively living their faith at St. Anthony Church for 1 year to 
assure faith will be shared with the new born child. God-
parents must also be registered in a Catholic parish or other 
Christian church & actively living their faith. A Baptism 
Class is required for all parents. We ask that both parents 
attend this class  together. Godparents are also encouraged 
and welcome to attend. For more information, please call 
the parish office. 
 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Please contact our parish office at least 9 months before 
your anticipated wedding date to begin your spiritual prep-
aration.  The process will begin with meeting with one of 
our Priests to set your date. One or both persons must be 
registered and actively living their faith at St. Anthony 
Church for at least 1 year to celebrate their wedding here. 
All couples planning to be married at our parish must at-
tend a Pre-Cana program, Natural Family Planning pro-
gram and FOCCUS evaluation.  For those who were former 
members here, they must be registered and actively living 
their faith at the  parish where they reside. The latest a wed-
ding can begin is 1pm. 

Christmas Decorations/Donations 
 In Memory Sean Niebrugge & Alf 
Niebrugge by the Niebrugge Family 
 In Memory of Albert, Doris & John      
Willenborg; and Jim & Rita Mahon by Dan 

& Margie Willenborg 
 In Loving Memory of Nikki Jennings; Russ Uptmor  

Family; Ray Wente Family by Don & Twila Wente 
 For the Living & Deceased Members of Robert & Anne 

Kenter Family by Sue Kenter 
 For the Living & Deceased Members of James &      

Charlotte Kantor Family by Sue Kenter 
 In Loving Memory of Mark Kenter by Sue Kenter 
 In Loving Memory of Tom Doehring by Sharon Doehring 

SonRise Men’s Breakfast 
Next Friday, Jan. 6 

 

Have you been thinking of a Men’s prayer 
group for the New Year?  The perfect 
opportunity is NOW. All men are invited on Friday 
mornings for SonRise Men’s Prayer Group featuring a new 
semester program from That Man Is You. The theme is 
“Thy Kingdom Come” with presentations by TEN 
impressive Catholic speakers.  
 

Get a great start to 2023! Beginning Friday, January 6. 
SonRise Men’s Breakfast meets every Friday at 6:30 AM 
in the Parish Center at St. Anthony’s. Breakfast starts 
serving at 6:10 AM followed by program, discussion and 
prayer from 6:30 AM to 7:30 AM. Feed your soul, mind 
and body. 
 

For more information, contact the parish office or Dan 
Woods, 217-821-1495; danwoodsfache@gmail.com. Learn 
more at tmiy.org. 

 

As a reminder during cold and flu season,  
please remember to protect your health 
and that of others.  Proper steps would 
include: 
 

 If you have a serious cold or the flu, please stay home on 
Sunday.  You are not obligated to attend Sunday Mass if 
you are sick. 

 Please understand that if someone refrains from shaking 
hands during the Sign of Peace, they might be protecting 
YOU.  Please don't attempt to force others to shake 
hands against their will. 

 

Let’s do our best to keep each other healthy. 



Year End Contributions 
To ensure your contributions are included in the year 
intended, 2022 contributions must be dated and post 
marked in 2022. If you hand deliver your year-end 
contributions, it must be dated 2022 and received by 4:00 
pm on Tuesday, January 3, 2023. 
 

If you are planning a donation of stock, please be aware 
that credit cannot be given until the shares are in our name 
and control.  Your tax advisor can show you how a 
donation of stock could benefit you. 

Diocesan 
Collections 

Week Ending 
Dec 25, 2022 

 
YTD 

 

Twining Parish in Nigeria   

Cemetery   

Catholic Children's Home   

Christmas Flowers   

Retirement for Religious   

Week Ending 
Dec 25, 2022 

Weekly 
Totals 

Fiscal YTD 
(Week 24 of 52) 

Last Year’s 
YTD 

Regular Church 
Support    

GOAL    

Difference    

Pro-Life Corner 

We Met Our GOAL! 
 

Fundraising Goal Met for New 
Ultrasound Machine 

 

Through the generous support of many 
local donors, the Knight of Columbus 
has collected $15,209 for a new 
ultrasound machine to be placed at the Family Life Center 
in Effingham. Having been accepted into the K of C 
Ultrasound Initiative Program at the beginning of this 
fundraising champaign, we can now apply for a grant 
through our Supreme Council to cover the balance of the 
cost. Council 665 is very grateful for the outpouring of 
support we received. THANK YOU to all who donated, we 
couldn’t have done it without you!! 

Due to our bulletin printing schedule, the 
collection numbers for December 19 - 25, will 

appear in the bulletin on January 8th. 

Pro-Life Breakfast - Effingham Area Right to Life 
has announced its Annual Pro-Life Breakfast will be 
held on Sunday, January 15, from 7:00am-12 Noon 
at the Teutopolis Banquet Hall in Teutopolis, IL. Free 
will donations for breakfast will be accepted, and there 
will be a 50/50 drawing and many raffle baskets for all 
ages.  
 

The breakfast menu includes whole hog sausage, eggs, 
and a variety of home-baked breads, along with juice, 
milk, and water. 
 

Volunteers are needed. Please call or text Susan at   
217-663-2084 if you can donate your time and talent.  
 

This is the primary fundraiser for Effingham Area 
Right to Life. The group asks that if you're unable to 
attend the breakfast, please consider sending a dona-
tion to PO Box 861, Effingham IL 62401. 
 

Using truth-based education and Christian values, Eff-
ingham Area Right to Life strives to transform hearts, 
change minds, and inspire people to take action to de-
fend the most vulnerable human lives.  
 

Learn more by visiting our facebook page 
@EffinghamAreaRightToLife. 

Luminaries for Life 2022 
 

Luminaries for Life will be on display 
January 21 and 22 on the front steps of 
our church.  With over 400 luminaries, 
this annual event has become a tradition 
for our students to decorate the bags with 

messages and images that respect life from the womb 
to the tomb.  With over 900,000 deaths each year, 
abortion is sadly the leading cause of death in this 
country.  Take a few minutes and drive by the display 
this year and look at how our children have lit up the 
message of love for all life.  

Join thousands of Catholics nationwide in the annual 
Respect Life novena, 9 Days for Life. 

 

Thursday, January 19 – Friday, January 27 
 

Get daily intentions, brief reflections, and more. Sign 
up at 9daysforlife.com!   






