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Sunday, December 28,  2025 



ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH EFFINGHAM, ILLINOIS 

Please pray for Restoration of Religious 
Liberty, those who are ill, those in 
hospitals and nursing homes, those 
recovering from surgery, all those 
serving our country, and also for: 

Margie Apke 
Steve Bierman 
Marty Brumleve 
Rich Brummer 
Danny Bushue 
Dennis Bushur 
Mary Lynn Byers 
Cody  Chasteen 
Ramona Dirks 
Msgr. Leo Enlow 
Richard Feldhake 
Claudia Gale 
Jackson Gaitros 
Susan Goldstein 
Cheryl Gross 
Heather Dial Hakman 
Gina Hargis 

Ron Harris 
Lucinda Herboth 
Donna McDevitt Jones 
Ingrid Kay 
John Keenan 
Evelyn Koester 
Joan Koester 
Kevin Langland 
Mary Lawyer 
Colleen Linde 
Blain Loll 
George Mette 
Bill Nuxoll 
Art Pike 
Kenneth Polarek 
Deborah Richards 
Olivya Smith 

Shirley Valenti 
Ashley Westendorf 
Karen A Westendorf 
Judy Willenborg 
Keith Willenborg 
Paul V. Willenborg 
Ann Worman 
Dan Worman 
Jerry Worman 
Richard J. Worman 
 

 

St. Anthony Church Mass Times 
 

Mon. thru Fri. - 6:30am 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. - 8:30am 

Saturday - 4:30pm 
Sunday - 7:30am & 9:15am, 11:00am 

 

Live Streamed Masses 
 

Saturday at 4:30pm 
Monday thru Friday at 6:30am 

 

Reconciliation Times 
 

Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri.:   7:45am to 8:15am  
Saturday:  3:15pm to 4:00pm 

In the event of a sudden illness, accident, or life 
threatening emergency, while offices are closed, please 

contact our priests at (217) 703-1042. 

“From the Pastor’s Desk” 

Dear St. Anthony Parish Family: 
 

I pray that Christmas has been and continues to be a blessing to you and your family.  Fr. Jayke and I thank you 
for your many kind words, Christmas greetings and plentiful treats to celebrate the season!  As we prepare to 
enter a new year this week, we certainly have many things for which to be grateful. 
 

Thanks to Regina, our choirs, ensemble and cantors for their extra work in making the Christmas celebrations 
so festive and joyful.  Their work for Masses and the beautiful Lessons and Carols last week is very much 
appreciated.  
 

You will notice in this bulletin the changing of the cost of burial plots at St. Anthony Cemetery.  We do this to 
be able to provide perpetual care, so we have to always be operating to cover annual expenses as well as for 
projects which do come from managing property.  The cost of having the grass regularly cut rises every year, as 
does every thing else that any of us have to purchase.  I am proud of how we take care of our cemetery, and we 
do not ever want to be in a place to be able to do less than we desire for honoring our deceased family members 
and parishioners. 
 

Thursday, January 1, the celebration of Mary, Mother of God, is a Holy Day of obligation.  We will offer 
Masses December 31 at 5:30 p.m. and on January 1 at 8:00 and 10:00 a.m.  There is only one Mass on Friday, 
January 2, at 6:30 a.m. but not 8:30 a.m. 
 

Have a blessed week and a healthy and blessed start to 2026! 
 

Fr. Peter Harman 

We extend our sympathy to the family and 
friends of Margaret Apke. May she enjoy 
eternal peace and happiness in Heaven.   

First Saturday Mass & Devotion 
January 3, 2026 

Rosary - 6:10am    Mass - 6:30am 
Meditations - 7:00am-7:15am 

New Year’s Mass Schedule at St. Anthony Church 
 

New Year’s Eve: 5:30pm 
New Year’s Day: 8:00am & 10:00am 



The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph December 28, 2025 

Mass Intentions 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, December 27: 
 

4:30pm Mass:  Johnny Schafer 
 

Sunday, December 28: 
 

7:30am Mass:   Ralph & Joyce Heuerman Family 
9:15am Mass: In Memory of Gene A Niccum 
11:00am Mass: Parishioners of St. Anthony 
 

Monday, December 29: 
 

6:30am Mass: Brad Kastl; Eugene Westendorf Family; 
 Cookie Wolters Anniversary; LeRoy &  
 Mary Ann Borries; Evelyn Probst; 
 Bernie Niemann 
8:30am Mass: Jeanne Willenborg 
 

Tuesday, December 30: 
 

6:30am Mass: Jim Rhodes Anniversary 
8:30am Mass: In Memory of Donald L Apke 
 

Wednesday, December 31: 
 

6:30am Mass: No Mass  
5:30pm Mass: Roy Hartke Anniversary  
 

Thursday, January 1: 
 

8:00am Mass: Parishioners of St. Anthony 
10:00am Mass:  Jack Kabbes 
 

Friday, January 2: 
 

6:30am Mass: Catherine Polarek Anniversary 
8:30am Mass: No Mass 
 

Saturday, January 3: 
 

6:30am Mass: Marian Grunloh  
4:30pm Mass:  Ron & Joyce Kabbes Family 
 

Sunday, January 4: 
 

7:30am Mass:   Gerald Johnson 
9:15am Mass: Louis & Charlene Thies Family 
11:00am Mass: Parishioners of St. Anthony 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated  during Mass on Satur-
days & Sundays (not during Lent). A family must 
be registered & actively living their faith at St. 
Anthony Church for 1 year to assure the faith will 

be shared with the newborn child. Godparents must also be 
registered in a Catholic parish or other Christian church & 
actively living their faith. A Baptism Class is required for 
all parents. We ask that both parents attend this class     
together. Godparents are also encouraged and welcome to 
attend. For more information, please call the parish office. 
 
Baptism Class - Parents are required to attend a Baptism 
Class before their child is baptized. The next class will be 
held at St. Anthony’s Parish Center, Thursday, January  
15th at 7:00pm. To register call the parish office at 217-
347-7129. 

St. Anthony of Padua Hall of Fame 
committee will be accepting nominations for 
this year’s 2025 class of inductees. The 
selection criteria & nomination application 
is accessible at stanthony.com/church/about/
hall-of-fame. The deadline for submission of 

applications is December 31, 2025.  
 

There are five categories for nominations: 

• Alumnus of St. Anthony School 

• Former Faculty, Staff, or Coach of St. Anthony 

• Friends of St. Anthony 

• Athlete or Team of St. Anthony 

• Fine Arts 
 

The Inductees will be announced in January with a dinner 
and celebration on Saturday, March 28th. 
 

2024 inductees to the St. Anthony of Padua Hall of Fame 
were Andrew Gardewine (Athlete), Bill Farrey (Staff), Eric 
Zeller (Alumni) and Roy & Kate Weber (Friends). 

Christmas Decorations/Donations 
• In Memory of Brad Kastl, Ruth Boos, Robert 
& Florence Schuette, and Leonard & Pauline 
Boos; by David & Jamie Schuette 

CCW Casserole Supper - St. Mary, Shumway has 
extended an invitation to the St Anthony of Padua ladies to 
attend a casserole supper. It will be held January 6, 2026 at 
6 pm in their church basement.  I hope the weather will be 
as good as the food!  Rita Devore 

A HUGE THANK YOU to all of the 
COUNTLESS people who helped to make 
our annual Christmas Cookie/Candy Sale 
a tremendous success and lots of fun 
too!  The final tally is just over $4000, 
with a few more donations still trickling 

in, which will help the ladies’ group provide the hosts, 
wine, and candles, among other things, for our Eucharistic 
celebrations.  It would not have been possible without the 
MANY wonderful bakers of cookies, bread, cinnamon 
rolls, snack mixes, baklava, and caramels & candy-makers 
who donated so much of their time and talents to allow us 
to offer such a variety of “goodies”.  Of course, a BIG 
thank you goes to the “angels” (you know who you are) 
who volunteered their time to help with the organization & 
beautiful presentation during the event. 
 

In addition, the winner of the quilt was Jonathan Myers. A  
special thanks to Robin Westendorf for donating it. 
 

A special thanks to Sue Green and her wonderful team who 
organizes the sale year after year.  It wouldn’t happen with-
out them. 
 

Finally, thank you to all of the generous SHOPPERS who 
came to support our efforts.  

St. Anthony Cemetery Fees Update 
The cost of St.  Anthony Cemetery burial spaces will 
increase on January 1, 2026. Please call the cemetery 
sexton, Bart Willenborg at 217-821-6085 if you wish to 
purchase a space. The new cost of a burial space on January  
1, 2026 will be $1,075, a cremation space will be $975.  



We extend a warm welcome to our new-
est Parishioners… 
 

• Kaylee Horn 
• Cord Gerth 
• Barry & Toni Bell 

• Logan & Julie  Wilder, and children William & Leona 
• Tanya Baugh, and children Clavas & William 
• Carrey  Goeckner 
• Austin & Morgan Hartke, and children James & Scottie 
• Adam & Donna Grieco, and son Clark 

Welcome Recently Baptized 
 

• Warner Jerry Hecht, son of Matthew & 
Brianna Hecht 
• Eve Florence Walk, daughter of 
Christopher & Candace Walk 

• Lainey Lynn Willenborg, daughter of Will& Kendra 
Willenborg 

• Jaxton Dennis Amlong, son of Jordan & Sara Amlong 
• Graham Henry Willenborg, son of Reed & Josephine 

Willenborg 
• Ella Grace Having, daughter of Jared & Kelly Having 
• William Robert Draeger Jr, son of William & Lauren 

Draeger 
• Jameson Jeffrey Boggs, son of Dylan & Alexandra 

Boggs 
• Knox Nolen Moomaw, son of Kyle & Alyssa Moomaw 
• Clark Domenic Grieco, son of Adam & Donna Grieco 
• Ophelia Marie Fehrenbacher, daughter of Brian & Mara 

Fehrenbacher 
• Louie Robert Flach, son of Seth & Tori Flach 
• Walker Robert Beckman, son of Jacob & Hannah 

Beckman 
• Bryar Joseph Levitt, son of Lucas & Braley Levitt 
• Landon Joseph Scott, son of Zachary & Monica Scott 

 
 

Liturgical Ministers for January 2026 

Ministry 4:30pm 7:30am 9:15am 11:00am 
Lectors Ellen Hann Adam French Bernie Blanchette Tony Kemme 
      

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Joe Buscher 
Michael Genta 
BJ Korte 
Jamie Schuette 
Billie Zeller 

Alice Dust 
Greg Dust 
Marge Pearcy 
Shae Thoele 
More Needed 

Natalie Repking 
Mandy Henning 
Avery Henning 
Deanna Koester 
Tom Murphy 

Lisa Lauritzen 
Larry Masengale 
Theresa Masengale 
More Needed 

     

Servers 

Nathan Bailey 
Colin Storm 
Oliver Pals 

Jacob Thoele 
Kyle Thoele 

Aubrey Repking 
Nora Brumleve 
Evelyn Brumleve 

Nash Hoene 
Jayson Yoder 

      

Ushers 
 
 

Jeff Dust 
Mitch Martin 
Dan Ritz 
Mike Zeller 

Joe Jansen 
Terry Westendorf 
More Needed 

Vic Jansen 
Brian Repking 
Russ Sehy 
More Needed 

Preston Barr 
Larry Goldstein 
More Needed 

Sacrament of Marriage 
Please contact our parish office at least 9 
months before your anticipated wedding date to 
begin your spiritual preparation.  The process 
will begin with meeting with one of our priests 
to set your date. One or both persons must be 

registered and actively living their faith at St. Anthony 
Church for at least 1 year to celebrate their wedding here. 
All couples planning to be married at our parish must at-
tend a Pre-Cana program, Natural Family Planning pro-
gram, and FOCCUS evaluation. Former members here 
must be registered and actively living their faith at the  
parish where they reside. The latest a wedding can begin is 
1pm. 

Natural Family Planning Class 

2026 Sessions:  To register, contact Kate 
Pruemer at 217-821-1840 or  kpruemer@gmail.com 

 

Saturday, January 17th 
10:00-11:30am virtual class on WebEx 

 

Saturday, March 7th 
1:00-2:30pm at St. Anthony Church, Effingham 

Warm wishes for a safe and happy holiday! 
Once school resumes, we will be delivering 
Table of Plenty to “The Study Shoppe.”   
St. Anthony's Jr. High students are asked to 
bring their donations to morning Mass on 
Tuesday, January 13, and the elementary 

students may bring their donations to morning Mass on 
Thursday, January 15.  Parishioners may drop their 
donations in the church foyer before the weekend Masses 
on January 17/18. The Study Shoppe, located at 800 
Henrietta St. Effingham, (one block from the Effingham Jr. 
and High School), is a nonprofit that provides a free 
charge, safe place for students in grades 6-12, to work on 
their homework assignments. The are  fully staffed 
Monday-Thursday from 3:00-5:00, and are there to assist 
when help is needed. Concessions are provided through 
donations like ours. For some, this is the only snack they 
may have all day, so your generosity is very much 
appreciated.  They are always in need of the following: Full 
Size Candy Bars, All Little Debbie Type Snack Cakes, Full 
Sized Bags of Microwave Popcorn, and Individual Bags of 
Potato Chips and Snacks. Variety Packs are Welcome. 
Understandably, we are not asking St. Anthony Students to 
carry in water, however, if Parishioners are interested in 
donating small cases of bottled water, they may drop that 
in the foyer, as well, as each child is provided one, daily 
with their snack. 

- Jayne Genta, Table Of Plenty 

tel:%28217%29%20821-1840


Luminaries for Life 2026 
Life is a Gift  

 

St. Anthony Church 
will be displaying 
their annual 
“Luminaries for Life” 
on January 31st & 
February 1st. From 
dusk to dawn, the 
church steps will be 
illuminated with 
decorated bags shining 
pro-life messages 
about respecting life 
from the moment of 
conception to natural 
death. 
 

Every January at the 
National March for Life, countless marchers from across the 
country and around the world unite in celebration of the gift of 
human life - radiating hope, unity, and a spirit that transcends 
politics. This is why our 2026 March for Life theme is Life is 
a Gift, emphasizing what lies at the heart of the pro-life 
movement - an unshakeable conviction that life is very good 
and worthy of protection, no matter the circumstances.  Life is 
a Gift invites everyone to embrace life as something to be 
cherished and celebrated from the very beginning.   
 

The bags will be decorated by St Anthony school students.  
Drive or walk by this beautiful public display of St. 
Anthony parish’s respect for life.  It is a beacon of Christ’s 
love and hope in the community that will shine bright for a 
few nights during the weekend.  

Pro-Life Corner 

Becky Bauerle, Mother of Dolors, Vandalia is organ-
izing a group to the March for Life in Washington 
DC on Jan 21-25. 
 

The last time the large group went was 6 years ago. 
Many of todays teenagers have not experienced this 
life changing event. Abortion in Illinois has been in-
creasing since the overturn of Roe v Wade. We must 
stand up, speak out, and MARCH FOR LIFE. 
 

The cost is $200 by Dec 1, with the balance $200 by 
Jan 1. Partial scholarships are available.   
 

For more info call Diann Ruholl  at  217-663-2056. 



Please submit written bulletin articles to: 
bulletin@stanthony.com or mail to Bulletin, PO Box 
764, Effingham, IL  62401.  Articles must be in the 

office by noon Monday prior to publication. 

Let Jesus Feed Your Marriage in 
2026!  Renew your Sacrament, deepen 
your communication, strengthen your 
relationship, and rekindle your romance 

by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Experience! The following upcoming weekend 
experiences are available. Sign-up now as space is 
limited!  For more information or to apply, go to 
wwme.org, or call Terry & Eric Engholm at 314-649-
7317. 
 

2/6/2026 - 2/8/2026, St. Peters, MO 
4/17/2026 - 4/19/2026, St. Peters, MO 
6/12/2026 - 6/14/2026, St. Peters, MO 

Time to think about End of Year Giving 
To meet our many needs in a time of rising costs, which 
we all feel; should you find your own financial situation 
puts you in a place to advance your support, we would 
most gratefully be blessed to receive the encouragement of 
your end-of-year gift. 
 

To ensure your contributions are included in the year 
intended, 2025 contributions must be dated and post 
marked in 2025. If you hand deliver your year-end 
contributions, it must be dated 2025 and received by 
4:00pm on Friday, January 2, 2026.  

Diocesan 
Collections 

Week Ending 
Dec 21, 2025 

 
YTD 

 

Twining Parish in Nigeria  $10,013.00 

Cemetery  $8,655.10 

Catholic Charities  $173.30 

Catholic Children's Home  $445.00 

Campaign for Justice & Hope  $375.00 

Easter/Christmas Flowers  $3,475.00 

Retirement for Religious  $831.00 

Week Ending 
 Dec 21, 2025 

Weekly 
Totals 

Fiscal YTD 
(Week 24 of 52) 

Last Year’s 
YTD 

Regular Church 
Support    

GOAL    

Difference    Due to our bulletin printing schedule, the 
collection numbers for December 21st, will 

appear in the bulletin on January 4th. 

Pre-Cana Dates 
Marriage prep programs may be a one-day 

Pre-Cana program, a weekend for the engaged experience 
or another approved marriage preparation program.  

 

Sunday, February 1, 2026 
St. Francis, Teutopolis 

Call 217-961-6404 to register. 
 

Saturday, March 14, 2026 
St. Mary, Ste. Marie 

Call 618-455-3155 to register.  
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