
Sunday, January 4, 2026 

St. Anthony of Padua 
101 E Virginia Ave, 
Effingham, IL 62401 

217-347-7129    
www.stanthony.com 



ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH EFFINGHAM, ILLINOIS 

Please pray for Restoration of Religious 
Liberty, those who are ill, those in 
hospitals and nursing homes, those 
recovering from surgery, all those serving 
our country, and also for: 

Steve Bierman 
Marty Brumleve 
Rich Brummer 
Danny Bushue 
Dennis Bushur 
Mary Lynn Byers 
Cody  Chasteen 
Ramona Dirks 
Msgr. Leo Enlow 
Richard Feldhake 
Claudia Gale 
Jackson Gaitros 
Susan Goldstein 
Cheryl Gross 
Heather Dial Hakman 

Gina Hargis 
Ron Harris 
Lucinda Herboth 
Donna McDevitt Jones 
Ingrid Kay 
John Keenan 
Evelyn Koester 
Joan Koester 
Kevin Langland 
Mary Lawyer 
Colleen Linde 
Blain Loll 
George Mette 
Bill Nuxoll 
Art Pike 

Kenneth Polarek 
Deborah Richards 
Olivya Smith 
Shirley Valenti 
Ashley Westendorf 
Karen A Westendorf 
Judy Willenborg 
Keith Willenborg 
Paul V. Willenborg 
Ann Worman 
Dan Worman 
Jerry Worman 
Richard J. Worman 
 

 

St. Anthony Church Mass Times 
 

Mon. thru Fri. - 6:30am 
Mon., Tues., Thurs. & Fri. - 8:30am 

Saturday - 4:30pm 
Sunday - 7:30am & 9:15am, 11:00am 

 

Live Streamed Masses 
 

Saturday at 4:30pm 
Monday thru Friday at 6:30am 

 

Reconciliation Times 
 

Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri.:   7:45am to 8:15am  
Saturday:  3:15pm to 4:00pm 

In the event of a sudden illness, accident, or life 
threatening emergency, while offices are closed, please 

contact our priests at (217) 703-1042. 

“From the Pastor’s Desk” 
Dear St. Anthony Parish Family: 
 

It’s always great to share good news.  We found out just before Christmas that we have been approved for a grant of 
$450,000 from the State of Illinois for the Non-Profit Security Grants!  That's $150,000 each for the parish, the high 
school, and the grade school, which is the largest award we could receive.  The approvals include the following upgrades: 
 

Parish: 
• Bollards or barriers at the entrances to prevent forced vehicle entry. 
• Fragment Retention Film (FRF) on ground floor windows of the parish center, rectory, and church (does not include 

stained glass windows) 
• Expanded exterior security camera coverage to eliminate blind spots 

High School 
• Replace door handles/knobs on all classroom doors.  This addresses 2 things - accessibility requirements plus 

proper lockdown in active intruder situations. 
• Expanding our key fob system throughout the school, allowing us to properly lock down the classroom wing during 

the school day. 
• Bollards or barriers at the entrances to prevent forced vehicle entry. 
• Expanded interior and exterior security camera coverage to eliminate blind spots  

Grade School 
• Fencing, bollards or barriers around the playground and at the entrances to prevent forced entry. 
• Fragment Retention Film (FRF) on ground floor windows and entrances. 

 

We have 3 years to complete the projects.  As with the state of IL, getting our bids approved and receiving the funds will 
be a process.  Whatever the process, we're pretty excited to have the opportunity for these upgrades!  Carrie Koenig 
deserves our thanks for all of the preparation and grant writing effort and for Mr. Rinker and Mr. Fearday, our principals, 
for their work in helping assess our needs. 
 

Have a blessed week! 
 

Fr. Peter Harman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Wedding Banns  
 

Kaitlyn Dust/Dylan Bushur 
January 24, 2026 (I) 

CCW Casserole Supper - St. Mary, Shumway has 
extended an invitation to the St Anthony of Padua ladies to 
attend a casserole supper. It will be held January 6, 2026 at 
6 pm in their church basement.  I hope the weather will be 
as good as the food!  Rita Devore 

Tis the season for snow and ice.  Please remember, if you 
are uneasy on your feet, and the steps are snowy or icy, 
please use the West entrance of church.  It is a covered 
entrance and may be easier to maneuver than the front 
steps. 



The Epiphany of the Lord January 4, 2026 

Mass Intentions 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, January 3: 
 

6:30am Mass: Marian Grunloh  
4:30pm Mass:  Ron & Joyce Kabbes Family 
 

Sunday, January 4: 
 

7:30am Mass:   Gerald Johnson 
9:15am Mass: Louis & Charlene Thies Family 
11:00am Mass: Parishioners of St. Anthony 
 

Monday, January 5: 
 

6:30am Mass: Norma Bloemer 
8:30am Mass: Virgil & Hilma Goeckner; Brad Kastl; 
 Harold & Bertha Bushur Family; 
 Patricia A Ketterman; 
 Clarence “Bud” Braun; Carl Niemerg 
 

Tuesday, January 6: 
 

6:30am Mass: Frank J Kabbes Anniversary 
8:30am Mass: Joseph & Anna Marie Green 
 

Wednesday, January 7: 
 

6:30am Mass: Jerry Schutzbach  
 

Thursday, January 8: 
 

6:30am Mass: William Pearcy 
8:30am Mass: Living & Deceased Members of  
 August & Marian Schultz Family 
 

Friday, January 9: 
 

6:30am Mass: Robert Swingler 
8:30am Mass: Carolyn Kinkelaar Anniversary 
 

Saturday, January 10: 
 

4:30pm Mass:  Rosie Bushur 
 

Sunday, January 11: 
 

7:30am Mass:   Parishioners of St. Anthony 
9:15am Mass: Janet Besmer 
11:00am Mass: Diane Reynolds Sacrament of Marriage 

Please contact our parish office at least 9 months 
before your anticipated wedding date to begin 
your spiritual preparation.  The process will 
begin with meeting with one of our priests to set 

your date. One or both persons must be registered and ac-
tively living their faith at St. Anthony Church for at least 1 
year to celebrate their wedding here. All couples planning 
to be married at our parish must attend a Pre-Cana pro-
gram, Natural Family Planning program, and FOCCUS 
evaluation. Former members here must be registered and 
actively living their faith at the  parish where they reside. 
The latest a wedding can begin is 1pm. 

Pre-Cana Dates 
Marriage prep programs may be a one-day 

Pre-Cana program, a weekend for the engaged experience 
or another approved marriage preparation program.  

 

Sunday, February 1, 2026 - St. Francis, Teutopolis 
Call 217-961-6404 to register. 

 

Saturday, March 14, 2026 - St. Mary, Ste. Marie 
Call 618-455-3155 to register.  

Christmas Decorations/Donations 
• In Memory of Albert, Doris & John            
Willenborg and Jim & Rita Mahon; by Dan & 
Margie Willenborg 
• In Memory of Mel Zumbahlen and Patty 

Schlanser; by Tony & Tricia Schlanser 
• In Memory of Willie & Doug Niebrugge; by Carol 

Niebrugge 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Baptisms are celebrated  during Mass on Satur-
days & Sundays (not during Lent). A family 
must be registered & actively living their faith 
at St. Anthony Church for 1 year to assure the 

faith will be shared with the newborn child. Godparents 
must also be registered in a Catholic parish or other Chris-
tian church & actively living their faith. A Baptism Class is 
required for all parents. We ask that both parents attend this 
class     together. Godparents are also encouraged and wel-
come to attend. For more information, please call the parish 
office. 
 
Baptism Class - Parents are required to attend a Baptism 
Class before their child is baptized. The next class will be 
held at St. Anthony’s Parish Center, Thursday, January  
15th at 7:00pm. To register call the parish office at 217-
347-7129. 



 
 

Liturgical Ministers for January 2026 

Ministry 4:30pm 7:30am 9:15am 11:00am 
Lectors Ellen Hann Adam French Bernie Blanchette Tony Kemme 
      

Eucharistic 
Ministers 

Joe Buscher 
Michael Genta 
BJ Korte 
Jamie Schuette 
Billie Zeller 

Alice Dust 
Greg Dust 
Marge Pearcy 
Shae Thoele 
More Needed 

Natalie Repking 
Mandy Henning 
Avery Henning 
Deanna Koester 
Tom Murphy 

Lisa Lauritzen 
Larry Masengale 
Theresa Masengale 
More Needed 

     

Servers 
Nathan Bailey 
Colin Storm 
Oliver Pals 

Jacob Thoele 
Kyle Thoele 

Aubrey Repking 
Nora Brumleve 
Evelyn Brumleve 

Nash Hoene 
Jayson Yoder 

      
Ushers 
 
 

Jeff Dust 
Mitch Martin 
Dan Ritz 
Mike Zeller 

Joe Jansen 
Terry Westendorf 
More Needed 

Vic Jansen 
Brian Repking 
Russ Sehy 
More Needed 

Preston Barr 
Larry Goldstein 
More Needed 

Warm wishes for a safe and happy holiday! 
Once school resumes, we will be delivering 
Table of Plenty to “The Study Shoppe.”   
St. Anthony's Jr. High students are asked to 
bring their donations to morning Mass on 
Tuesday, January 13, and the elementary 

students may bring their donations to morning Mass on 
Thursday, January 15.  Parishioners may drop their 
donations in the church foyer before the weekend Masses 
on January 17/18. The Study Shoppe, located at 800 
Henrietta St. Effingham, (one block from the Effingham Jr. 
and High School), is a nonprofit that provides a free 
charge, safe place for students in grades 6-12, to work on 
their homework assignments. They are  fully staffed 
Monday-Thursday from 3:00-5:00, and are there to assist 
when help is needed. Concessions are provided through 
donations like ours. For some, this is the only snack they 
may have all day, so your generosity is very much 
appreciated.  They are always in need of the following: Full 
Size Candy Bars, All Little Debbie Type Snack Cakes, Full 
Sized Bags of Microwave Popcorn, and Individual Bags of 
Potato Chips and Snacks. Variety Packs are Welcome. 
Understandably, we are not asking St. Anthony Students to 
carry in water, however, if Parishioners are interested in 
donating small cases of bottled water, they may drop that 
in the foyer, as well, as each child is provided one, daily 
with their snack. 

- Jayne Genta, Table Of Plenty 

Thank You! Thank You! 

Fr. Harman, Fr. Jayke, and our office staff 
would like to say THANK YOU!  As our 
Christmas season is coming to a close, our 

thoughts turn toward you for remembering the priests & 
staff with your goodies, gifts, cards, and generosity.  Your 
thoughtfulness over Christmas was greatly appreciated. 
Thank You to each of you for your kindness and we pray 
that God continues to bless each and every one of you as 
we enter this new year.  May God, Peace, and Joy surround 
you and your loved ones in the New Year. 

St. Anthony Cemetery Fees Update 
The cost of St.  Anthony Cemetery burial spaces will 
increase on January 1, 2026. Please call the cemetery 
sexton, Bart Willenborg at 217-821-6085 if you wish to 
purchase a space. The new cost of a burial space on January  
1, 2026 will be $1,075, a cremation space will be $975.  



Luminaries for Life 2026 
Life is a Gift  

 

St. Anthony Church 
will be displaying 
their annual 
“Luminaries for Life” 
on January 31st & 
February 1st. From 
dusk to dawn, the 
church steps will be 
illuminated with 
decorated bags shining 
pro-life messages 
about respecting life 
from the moment of 
conception to natural 
death. 
 

Every January at the 
National March for Life, countless marchers from across the 
country and around the world unite in celebration of the gift of 
human life - radiating hope, unity, and a spirit that transcends 
politics. This is why our 2026 March for Life theme is Life is 
a Gift, emphasizing what lies at the heart of the pro-life 
movement - an unshakeable conviction that life is very good 
and worthy of protection, no matter the circumstances.  Life is 
a Gift invites everyone to embrace life as something to be 
cherished and celebrated from the very beginning.   
 

The bags will be decorated by St Anthony school students.  
Drive or walk by this beautiful public display of St. 
Anthony parish’s respect for life.  It is a beacon of Christ’s 
love and hope in the community that will shine bright for a 
few nights during the weekend.  



“St. Anthony Schools admits students of any race, color, 
sex or national and ethnic origin to all the rights, 
privileges, programs and activities generally accorded or 
made available to students at the school.  It does not 
discriminate based on race, color, sex, or national and 
ethnic origin in the administration of its educational 
policies, admissions policies, scholarships and loan 
programs, and athletic and other school administered 
programs. Our schools do reserve all their rights as 
religious entities in accord with the teachings of the 
Catholic Church, the protections of the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution, and the Illinois Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act 775 ILCS 35/.” 

Let Jesus Feed Your Marriage in 
2026!  Renew your Sacrament, deepen 
your communication, strengthen your 

relationship, and rekindle your romance by attending a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Experience! The 
following upcoming weekend experiences are available. 
Sign-up now as space is limited!  For more information or 
to apply, go to wwme.org, or call Terry & Eric Engholm 
at 314-649-7317. 
 

2/6/2026 - 2/8/2026, St. Peters, MO 
4/17/2026 - 4/19/2026, St. Peters, MO 
6/12/2026 - 6/14/2026, St. Peters, MO 

Flame of Love Rosary Prayer Group 
Wednesdays from 3:30 - 4:10 

Sacred Heart Church, Effingham 
 

No commitment  
Come when it works for you. 

 

Introduction and prayer sheets available 
Please join us - everyone is welcome! 

www.flameoflove.us 

Diocesan 
Collections 

Week Ending 
Dec 21, 2025 

 
YTD 

 
Twining Parish in Nigeria $625.00 $10,638.00 

Cemetery $1,490.00 $10,145.10 

Catholic Children's Home $85.00 $530.00 

Retired Priest (Pentecost) $200.00 $310.00 

Retirement for Religious $250.00 $1,081.00 

Easter/Christmas Flowers $495.00 $3,970.00 

Seminarians $200.00 $250.00 

Week Ending 
 Dec 21, 2025 

Weekly 
Totals 

Fiscal YTD 
(Week 24 of 52) 

Last Year’s 
YTD 

Regular Church 
Support $44,958.55  $673,071.80  $610,305.18  

GOAL $28,265.00  $678,360.00   
Difference $16,693.55  ($5,288.20)  

Diocesan 
Collections 

Week Ending 
Dec 28, 2025 

 
YTD 

 

Twining Parish in Nigeria   

Cemetery   

Catholic Charities   

Campaign for Justice & Hope   

Easter/Christmas Flowers   

Catholic Children's Home   

Retirement for Religious   

Week Ending 
 Dec 28, 2025 

Weekly 
Totals 

Fiscal YTD 
(Week 25 of 52) 

Last Year’s 
YTD 

Regular Church 
Support    

GOAL    
Difference    Due to our bulletin printing schedule, the 

collection numbers for December 28th, will 
appear in the bulletin on January 11th. 



Important Dates:
January 
6 - Classes Resume
8 - Adoration in Chapel 7:15am - 2:15pm 
12 - Scholar Bowl – St. Anthony
        vs. North Clay & Dieterich 
15 - Scholar Bowl – St. Anthony vs. 
        Windsor & South Central 
19 - No School (Dr. Martin Luther 
        King) 
26-30 - Catholic Schools Week
29 - CSW Mass in HS gym at 10:00am
        Middle School Day following Mass  
February
6 -  Mid-Term 

Every Wednesday: Reconciliation,
           1:00 - 2:00pm, Rm. 7:7
Every Friday: HS Mass in Church, 
            8:30am

Illinois State Scholars
Congratulations to our seniors who have been named Illinois
State Scholars by the Illinois Student Assistance Commission
(ISAC): Ronan Bailey, Liv Hoene Oliver Kreke, Audrey
LaSarge, Aiden Lauritzen, Ellie Link, Sadie Stanley, Laney
Walker, Madison Walker, Annabelle Weishaar, and Michael
Wright. The State Scholar program recognizes high school
students for outstanding academic achievement based on class
rank percentile and standardized test scores. Approximately the
top ten percent of graduates from Illinois high schools are
announced as State Scholars each year. 

Paw Prints
During December the students and faculty gathered around the Advent Wreath daily just before lunch and
listened to scripture and prayed which made our gratitude for each other, parents, grandparents and
parishioners come to mind during this wonderful season of Christmas.  May the wonder of that first Christmas,
the joy of God's abundant blessings, and the peace of Jesus' presence be with you always. You’re all so
important to us. Stay safe and happy this Holiday season. Blessing to you and your family for a Happy New
Year!

Meteorologist Seth Bohnhoff
Mrs. Cathleen Peno’s Earth and Environment class had
Meteorologist Seth Bohnhoff speak to them on Wednesday,
December 10 .  He spoke about weather and climate along with
becoming a meteorologist. Mrs. Peno’s class of juniors and
sophomores will have a head start on the background of the chapter
on weather and climate when returning to school after Christmas
break. 

th

December 2025

Congratulations to the St. Anthony High School 2025
Homecoming Court
Emeline Wines, Gianna Frisbie, Ellie Link, Lillianne
Gannaway, Mia Kinkelaar, Nora Trupiano, Avery Jones,
Cooper Sehy, Eli Hiatt, Ike Daiber, Rogan Allen, Keenan
Griffith, Charley Spour, James Trupiano

The SAHS Spanish Club
collected 39 new winter
coats for the FISH store. 



Over 50 Jr. High students and parents volunteered their time at
the FISH Christmas Store this month. This project is such a
blessing to so many in our community!

Paw Prints
December Snapshot
St. Anthony Grade School students held an Advent Donation Drive. November 24th through December 5th,
students collected hats, gloves and socks. Over 800 items were collected and donated to the FISH Christmas
Store. Grade school students also participated in the sacrament of Reconciliation to prepare their hearts this
Advent season for the birth of Jesus. From the staff and students at St. Anthony Grade School, we wish you all
a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2026!

7  Grade Studentsth

St. Anthony 7th grade students visited residents at The Glenwood Assisted Living Facility this month. Aside
from singing Christmas carols, our students decorated cookies and visited with residents. It’s safe to say that both
students and adults enjoyed the afternoon!

Important Dates:
1/06   Students return to school
1/13   Table of Plenty (Gr. 6-8)
1/15   Table of Plenty (Gr. K-5) 
1/19    No School
 
Weekly:
Every Tuesday: Jr. High students
attend 8:30am Mass 
Every Thursday: Grades K-5
attend 8:30am Mass 

December 2025

January Table of Plenty
January Table of Plenty: The beneficiary of the January Table of Plenty is The Study Shoppe, located at 800 Henrietta St.
Effingham , (one block from the Effingham Jr. and High School), is a nonprofit that provides a free charge, safe place for
students in grades 6-12, to work on their homework assignments. Fully staffed Monday-Thursday from 3:00-5:00, they are
there to assist when help is needed. For some, this is the only snack they may have all day, so your generosity is very much
appreciated. They are always in need of the following: Full Size Candy Bars, All Little Debbie Type Snack Cakes, Full
Sized Bags of Microwave Popcorn, and Individual Bags of Potato Chips and Snacks. If Parishioners are interested in
donating small cases of bottled water, they may drop that in the foyer, as well, as each child is provided one, daily with
their snack. 






	0104235
	Paw Prints - December 2025 (1)
	7-23-2025 Bulletin Ad Pages - pg 1
	7-23-2025 Bulletin Ad Pages - pg 2

