
Donate via
or visit

pushpay.com/g/stanthonyeffingham

101 E Virginia Ave
PO Box 764

Effingham, IL 62401

Parish Office Hours
Mon-Fri:

9:00AM-4:00PM

Liturgy Schedule
Monday - Friday: 6:30AM
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri: 8:30AM
Sat: 4:30PM
Sun: 7:30AM, 9:15AM, 11:00AM

We hope you feel at home here.
Please let us know if we can be
of any assistance!

In the event of a sudden illness,
accident, or life threatening emergency,
while offices are closed, please contact
our priests at (217) 703-1042.

Welcome!

Reconciliation
Mon, Tue, Thur, Fri: 7:45AM
Sat: 3:15 - 4:00PM
(Anytime by Appointment)

Live Streamed Masses
Sat: 4:30PM | Mon - Fri: 6:30AM

(217) 347-7129
info@stanthony.com

stanthony.com

Sunday, October 18, 2026

Fr. Peter C. Harman, Pastor
Fr. Alex McCullough, Parochial Vicar
Deacon Joe (Pat) Emmerich



Wedding Banns 
Elizabeth Will/Brett Koester

October 24, 2026 (III)

“From the Pastor’s Desk”
Dear St. Anthony Parish Family:
As October is given to us as both the month to honor Mary and renew our pledge to renew our respect for all
human life, I pass along what the US Bishops offer as a reflection for Mary to intercede for us to defend the
dignity of human life: “When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary to tell her that she would conceive and bear a
son, Mary responded with her fiat, “May it be done to me according to your word” (Lk 1:38). Mary conceives
Christ in her womb, becoming the mother of God, the mother of Jesus. Jesus himself tells us that he is “the way
and the truth and the life” (Jn 14:6). In becoming the mother of Jesus, Mary becomes the mother of life. Mary’s
acceptance in this unforeseen moment demonstrates how each of us must welcome the gift of new human life,
even when that gift is unexpected or calls us to make sacrifices.
Eve was called the “mother of all the living” (Gen 3:20). Unfortunately, her disobedience brought sin into the
world. In contrast Mary, through her obedience to God, gives birth to our Salvation. Mary becomes the New
Eve-the new mother of all the living. Her fiat gives us an example of perfect docility and cooperation with the
will of God.
At the Annunciation, when Mary learns that her elderly cousin Elizabeth is six months pregnant, she travels in
haste to visit Elizabeth, spending the next three months at her side, even while pregnant herself. In her selfless
service to Elizabeth, the Blessed Mother perfectly models how we are called to accompany expectant mothers as
they prepare to welcome new life into the world.
Mary’s role as the Mother of Life extends from the Annunciation all the way to the Crucifixion. On Calvary,
Mary stands at the foot of the Cross with Saint John. The Gospel tells us: “When Jesus saw his mother and the
disciple there whom he loved, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, behold, your son.’ Then he said to the disciple,
‘Behold, your mother.’ And from that hour the disciple took her into his home” (Jn 19:26-27).
With his final breaths on the Cross, Jesus entrusts Mary and the Beloved Disciple to one another, and by
extension establishes a maternal relationship between Mary and the Church. Jesus’ words are addressed not only
to Saint John, but to each one of us. In this moment, the physical mother of Jesus becomes the spiritual mother
of the Church and all the faithful. Saint John goes on to take Mary into his home and cares for her as she
advances in age, demonstrating our responsibility to continue our care for human life, from conception to natural
death. Mary, who taught us how to nurture human life, becomes the recipient of that same honor and care.
The life of the Blessed Mother teaches us to respect each human life in every stage and circumstance. Mary is
our model for upholding the sanctity of all human life. O Mary, “Mother of the living, to you do we entrust the
cause of life.”
I pray you have a blessed week.
Fr. Peter Harman
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Please pray for Restoration of Religious
Liberty, those who are ill, those in hospitals
and nursing homes, those recovering from
surgery, all those serving our country, and
also for:

St. Anthony of Padua Parish                                                                                                      Effingham, IL

We extend our sympathy to the family and
friends of Larry Goeckner (Class of 1960).
May he enjoy eternal peace and happiness in
Heaven. 

With 
Sympathy



Saturday, October 17:
4:30pm Mass: Matt Fauss
Sunday,  October 18:
 

7:30am Mass:  Fr. Carl Schmidt
9:15am Mass:  Parishioners of St. Anthony
11:00am Mass: Mel Zumbahlen
Monday,  October 19:
 

6:30am Mass:  Gary & Kathy Koester Family
8:30am Mass:  Christine Niebrugge; Andrew Niebrugge;
                          Bob & Florence Schuette; Joseph Kabbes;
                          Kathy Fehrenbacher Anniversary;
                          David Probst Anniversary
 

Tuesday,  October 20:
 

6:30am Mass:  Bert Haarmann Anniversary
8:30am Mass:  Frank & Cherrie Nuxoll Family
 

Wednesday, October 21:
 

6:30am Mass:  Carl & Dorothy Bushur
 

Thursday, October 22:
 

6:30am Mass: Louise & Alvin Wohltman Family
8:30am Mass: Jerry Schutzbach
 

Friday, October 23:
 

6:30am Mass: Danny & Maggie Bushue Family
8:30am Mass: Dennis Pike
 

Saturday, October 24:
4:30pm Mass:  Nick & Marie Dust Family
 

Sunday, October 25:
 

7:30am Mass:  Tim Mahon
9:15am Mass:  Norma Bloemer Anniversary
11:00am Mass: Parishioners of St. Anthony

Sunday, October 18, 2026Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mass Intentions

Sacrament of Baptism - Baptisms are
celebrated during Mass on Saturdays &
Sundays (not during Lent). A family must be
registered & actively living their faith at St.
Anthony Church for 1 year to assure the faith
will be shared with the newborn child.
Godparents must be registered in a Catholic
parish or a witness registered in a Christian
church & actively living their faith. A Baptism
Class is required for all parents. We ask that
both parents attend this class together.
Godparents and witnesses are also encouraged
and welcome to attend. For more information,
please call the parish office.

Baptism Class - Parents are required to attend a Baptism
Class before their child is baptized. The next class will
be held at St. Anthony’s Parish Center, Thursday,
November 19th at 7:00pm. To register call the parish
office at 217-347-7129.



Liturgical Ministers for October 2026

Ministry 4:30pm 7:30am 9:15am 11:00am

Lectors Sr. Claret Feldhake Ann Platt Brian Sehy Kim Willenborg

Eucharistic Ministers David Emmerich
Sr. Claret Feldhake
Mike Genta
Ellen Hann
Cindy Thies

Janet Kennedy
Kelly McDevitt
Carlene Weber
Sarah Wendt
More Needed

Kelly Butts
Patti Jansen
Tom Jansen
Carolyn Rohlfing
Anne Wilson

Mike Klitzing
Lisa Lauritzen
Susan Ealy
More Needed

Servers Jackson Hann
Kylee Lustig
Avie Barns

Owen Wendt
Evalyn Wendt

Lilly Butts
Isaac Butts
Adalyn Conant

Nash Hoene
Weston Lawrence

Ushers Mitch Martin
Don Niebrugge
Bart Willenborg
More Needed

Bill Overbeck
Tony Weber
More Needed

Justin Brummer
Michael Wilson
More Needed

Preston Barr
Larry  Goldstein
More Needed

SonRise Men’s Breakfast
This Friday

Men, this session will help you appreciate the women
entrusted to your care and recognize the countless ways
they nurture life, understand others, and advocate for
those they love. Every husband and father will be
challenged to behold his wife and daughters with new
eyes. (brothers, your sisters too!)

Join with other men seeking strength and purpose this
Friday morning.

Hot Breakfast is ready at 6:15 AM, St. Anthony Parish
Center, Effingham. Prayer, program and discussion from
6:30 AM to 7:30 AM. There is no charge, and advanced
registration is not necessary.

All men are welcome. Learn more at thatmanisyou.com,  
or Dan Woods, 217-821-1495.

Welcome Recently  Baptized
Iyla Ann Rincker, daughter of Luke &
Kalei Rincker
Russell Dean Hoene, son of Cole &
Lynzee Hoene
Adeline Kate Frey, daughter of Trenton
& Michaela Frey
Isla Capri Taylor, daughter of Cole &
Makayla Taylor
Kennedy Elizabeth Hecht, daughter of
Ben & Anna Hecht
Karsyn Jo Lustig, daughter of Michael
& Kensey Lustig
Tryson Trigg Thoele, son of Tanner &
Coral Thoele
Tripp Talon Thoele, son of Tanner &
Coral Thoele
Brooks Thomas Bloemer, son of Brent
& Baily Bloemer
Jordan Anthony Vogt, son of Jerod &
Theresa Vogt
Sofia Michelle Ragland, daugher of
Ryan & Whitney Ragland

“St. Anthony Schools admits students of any race, color,
sex or national and ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges,
programs and activities generally accorded or made
available to students at the school. It does not discriminate
based on race, color, sex, or national and ethnic origin in
the administration of its educational policies, admissions
policies, scholarships and loan programs, and athletic and
other school administered programs. Our schools do
reserve all their rights as religious entities in accord with
the teachings of the Catholic Church, the protections of the
First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, and the Illinois
Religious Freedom Restoration Act 775 ILCS 35/.”



Stop by the grade school or parish offices to pick up a
registration form. The registration form was also emailed to

all St. Anthony students in grade K-5 this past week.

Shot Clock Operators Needed
Shot clock operators are needed for boys & girls
high school basketball games.  This is a new
IHSA regulation and games cannot be played
without it. Training and practice will be made
available. Please contact Kevin Palmer at 217-
342-6969 or kpalmer@stanthony.com to inquire
about helping.

Natural Family Planning Class:
To register, contact Kate Pruemer at 217-821-1840 or

kpruemer@gmail.com
Friday, November 13, 2026

6:00 - 7:30pm at St. Francis, Teutopolis

Pre-Cana Dates
Marriage prep programs may be a one-day Pre-Cana
program, a weekend for the engaged experience, or
another approved marriage preparation program. 

 
Saturday, November 14, 2026 @ St. Anthony

Call 217-347-7129 to register. 
February 7, 2027 @ St. Francis, Teutopolis

Call 217-961-6404 to register. 
March 13, 2027 @ St. Mary, Ste Marie

Call 618-455-3155 to register. 
Child Abuse Reporting & Investigation number at 217-
321-1155 or Children & Family Services Child Abuse

Hotline 1-800-25-ABUSE.

registered and actively living their faith at St. Anthony
Church for at least 1 year to celebrate their wedding here.
All couples planning to be married at our parish must
attend a Pre-Cana program, Natural Family Planning
program, and FOCCUS evaluation. Former members here
must be registered and actively living their faith at the
parish where they reside. The latest a wedding can begin is
1pm.

Sacrament of Marriage
Please contact our parish office at least 9
months before your anticipated wedding date to
begin your spiritual preparation. The process
will begin with meeting with one of our priests
to set your date.  One or both persons must be

Pro-Life Corner

October is Respect Life Month! Everyone is
welcome to attend the Deanery Prayer Vigil for
Life to Pray for the Protection of All Life at the
EIU Newman Center in Charleston on Tuesday
October 20th. Praying the rosary will begin at
4:30 pm. Fr Michael Berndt will be the celebrant
for the 5:00 pm Mass. A business meeting will
follow in the gathering space with refreshments
being served while current pro-life issues and
events are discussed.

Come Experience DeColores
Need a little time to step away,
recharge, and reconnect with God?  
Join us for a DeColores weekend!  
DeColores is a wonderful
opportunity to grow closer to Christ
through prayer, fellowship, and
sharing faith.

Women’s Weekend:  October 22  - 25 , 2026nd th

Rectora: Kathy Buenker: 217-821-3722
Applications are now being accepted, and space is limited!

Contact Kathy for more information or to sign up.
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Flame of Love Rosary Prayer Group
Wednesdays from 3:30 - 4:10

Sacred Heart Church, Effingham
 

No commitment
Come when it works for you.

 

Introduction and prayer sheets available
Please join us - everyone is welcome!

www.flameoflove.us

Monthly Collection Totals World Wide Marriage
Encounter Live Your Best
Married Life in Love! Renew
your Sacrament, deepen your
communication, strengthen
your relationship, and rekindle
your romance by attending a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Experience! Perhaps consider a
weekend away as a present for
your spouse. For more
information or to apply, go to
wwme.org, or call Terry and
Eric Engholm, 314-649-7317.
We have ONE weekend
experience left in 2026!

12/4/2026 - 12/6/2026
St. Peters, MO

Candlelight Rosary Procession will be held at St. Thomas
the Apostle Catholic Church in Newton, IL.  Join us for an
evening of prayer, peace and devotion to Our Blessed Mother.

Wednesday, October 28  at 6pmth

Adoration: will begin after the 8:30am Mass and last all day
until right before the procession starts at 6:00pm.
Don’t forget to bring your rosary and a candle or light.  All
are welcome!
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